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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

The following paper is essentially the dissertation that I
submitted in September 1998 for the MA Applied Social &
Market Research (for which I received a Distinction) at the
University of Westminster.

The period between original submission to the University of
Westminster and final publication by the Libertarian Alliance
has given me the opportunity to correct some hitherto
unspotted typos, as well as to tidy up and clarify here and
there.  Nonetheless, the following remains overwhelmingly
the well-received paper which I originally submitted.

One of the results of remaining true to the original is that the
generalist reader may find the passages on rather technical
details such as content analysis, non-response, and reliability
& validity relatively uninteresting.  However, such details are
a crucial part of any empirical research: unless the reader can
be assured of the robustness of the methodology – which most
certainly includes the highlighting of any weaknesses – then
he or she should have little reason to be confident of the
legitimacy of the perhaps more eye-catching results sections.

Without launching into an essay on the subject, there is
something that I would like to add here: a ‘personal research
manifesto’ if you will.  I remain unshakeably wedded to the
view that serious social researchers, including politically
committed ones such as myself, both can and should adhere to
a separation between their normative beliefs, i.e. how they
think things should be, and their positive ones, i.e. how they
think things are.  This is a test of both their skill and integrity.
Regarding this current work, it is not for me to comment on
the former, but I do claim that I have striven to analyse the
various source documents as objectively as possible.  This is
not to say that there anything wrong with writing polemics,
just that they should be clearly differentiated from objective
research.  The fact that this work has been published by the
Libertarian Alliance should not be taken to indicate that it is
in any way a ‘libertarian document’.

Finally, I should also note that selected findings from the
original dissertation have previously been published by the
Libertarian Alliance as part of a short essay (Meek, 1998b).
The only point to make about is that in the earlier work I am
more explicitly critical than I am here of another recently-
published operationalisation of the Political Compass model
of ideology.

Nigel G. Meek BSc MA

London, April 1999

ABSTRACT

Criticising the unidimensional left-right paradigm and the
hold it has on ideological description, after discussing various
suggested alternatives the author describes the Political
Compass, an alternative which identifies separate dimensions
of ‘personal’ and ‘economic’ issues.  The strengths and
weaknesses of this model are discussed as are recent
operationalisations.

The author describes the contemporary British party-political
scene with reference to this model using a content analysis of
party manifestos from the 1997 general election as well as
selected analogous documents.  The methodology and
limitations of the study are discussed in detail.

The major findings of the research are:
• that most analysed parties can be described as centrist or

leftist;
• that all major political parties can be described as

centrist;
• that there are probably few electoral prospects for non-

centrist parties given that nearly 95% of those who voted
on the 1st May 1997 did so for centrist parties.

Future developments of ideological labelling are discussed, in
particular the need for additional dimensions which have a
greater degree of statistical derivation.

The author concludes that the traditional left-right paradigm
lies in ruins.

PERSONAL DECLARATIONS

Shipman (1997) notes both that the biographies of writers,
e.g. their political positions, are a frequently neglected part of
the research process (p5), and that bias often hides behind the
pseudo-objective mask of the third person (p18).  With that in
mind, let me declare:
• That I have been a member of the Conservative Party

since 1986, but that I consider such allegiance to be
ideologically substantially ‘nominal data’.

• That in fact I adhere to the body of opinion that is often
called ‘libertarian’ and that I am also a member of the
Libertarian Party of the USA

The reader is also referred to the Author’s Preface above.

The other item that I wish to note is that of the coincidence of
subject area between this project and that of the work by John
Blundell & Brian Gosschalk (1997), the latter being the
Managing Director of Market & Opinion Research
International (MORI).  From mid 1996 until late 1998 I was
employed as a Research Assistant by MORI.  As I describe
below, I started some preliminary work on the Political
Compass in late 1996 - which I submitted at the University of
Westminster  - and then more seriously from early 1997.  I
had no knowledge of Mr Gosschalk’s work until I read an
article by Peter Riddell in The Times on the 9th December
1997, and I presume he none of mine although I had
informally pilot-tested the questionnaire that I designed on a
number of MORI employees in 1996.  See also Meek, 1998b.
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Director of the Libertarian Alliance; Dr Roger Mortimore,
Political Assistant to the Chairman of MORI; Susie Rabin,
Membership & Education Officer of the Electoral Reform
Society; Mark Taha, independent researcher; Chris R. Tame,
Director of the Libertarian Alliance.

And most certainly, those political parties that responded to
my enquiries, particularly those that sent me material for free.

It is by kind permission of Sharon Harris and Advocates for
Self-Government - 1202 North Tennessee Street, Suite 202,
Cartersville, GA 30120, USA - that the Political Compass is
reproduced here in a diagrammatic form.

LEFT & RIGHT AND BEYOND

The Grip of ‘Left & Right’ on Political Identification and
The Failure of a Model

‘Left-wing’ and ‘right-wing’ - sometimes prefaced with
adjectives such as ‘far’ or ‘centre’ - are probably the most
common shorthands used to describe the political ideology
professed by an individual or group.  However, many would
strongly disagree with this, finding that it often groups
together as nominal co-ideologists those who they would
regard as far from allies or often outright enemies (Blundell &
Gosschalk, 1997: 7).

For example, one political group that has felt particularly
aggrieved by their treatment under the left-right model are
libertarians.  Their support for (say) legalisation of drugs or
prostitution (Bergland, 1988: 13) often causes them to be
referred to as left-wing, whilst at other times their support for
(say) the disestablishment of the welfare state (Bergland,
1988: 10-11) causes them to be referred to as right-wing.

The more profound academic implication of this, beyond the
‘brand name confusion’ of political parties (Finemann, in
Fritz, 1988), is that, given words do not have intrinsic
meanings but are symbols instead, their meanings must be
agreed by mutual consent: if people mean different things
when using the same words then rational debate is impossible
(Nolan, 1971: 3).  This becomes especially true when one
notes how certain words have changed their meanings over
time, the frequently cited example being the word ‘liberal’
which has not only changed its meaning since the 19th century
(Lillie & Maddox, 1981: 63) but which is probably now
internationally inconsistent as well (Danziger, 1998: 42).

Some Suggested Solutions

So powerful is the hold of ‘left & right’ that just about
everybody instinctively tries to locate themselves within its
confines.  This terminology, rooted in the French parliament
of 1789-91 (Brittan, 1968: 32-33), has an underlying
assumption that the political ideology of any individual or
group can be found somewhere along this simple bi-polar
scale.

There have been various attempts to find a replacement for
the traditional left-right paradigm (Bergland, 1993: 30).
Some have been more satisfactory than others.

One ‘common-sense’ attempt, which one still comes across
from time to time, is to use a (near) circular scale.  This is to
talk of (say) Stalin and Hitler as being so far left and so far
right that somehow they come full circle and met each other
(Lester, 1995: 1).  However, upon inspection it can be seen
that this model is really no more than the old bi-polar scale
with a twist - or rather a bend - and adds nothing of use except
to show up the absurdity of the conventional model (Lester,
1995: 1).  If nothing else, this circular model suggests that
‘democracy’ is nothing more than a halfway house between
Stalin and Hitler which presents a rather odd and unhelpful
picture (Nolan, 1971: 4).

Still remaining with a single continuum, Burns (1989, in
Evans, 1996: 81-82) proposed a scale which plotted the
degree of statism from far left or ‘totalitarianism’ across to far
right or ‘anarchal [sic] capitalism’.  The limitations with this
model are obvious and indeed are exactly the same as for the
standard left-right model: it does not allow for those who may
be very permissive on this but highly proscriptive on that.
Equally importantly as a marketable tool for opinion research,
the terms left and right carry too much historical baggage with
them to be re-defined so abruptly.

Polling companies have, for obvious reasons, conducted work
in this area, but there has perhaps been a tendency for them to
construct scales based upon ad hoc combinations of items
rather than any underlying ideological model (Evans, Heath &
Lalljee, 1996: 93).  However, it should be noted that the work
of Blundell & Gosschalk (1997) discussed below was a joint
enterprise by the polling company Market & Opinion
Research International (MORI) and the think-tank the Institute
of Economic Affairs (IEA).

Although not directly in furtherance of the goal of
constructing a new model of ideological mapping, the
philosopher Frederick Hayek (1960: 398) realised the
essential problem - that of the futility of trying to site ideology
along just one continuum - when noting that liberalism (in its
18th & 19th century sense), socialism, and conservatism could
best be pictured as the three corners of a triangle, all pulling
against each other.

A considerable amount of work to replace the left-right axis
has been done in the field of the psychology of politics,
perhaps most famously by Hans Eysenck (1954) who
developed two new dimensions: ‘toughmindedness-
tendermindedness’ and ‘conservatism-radicalism’.  The major
limitation in such constructs for our current purposes is the
very fact they are derived from work in the psychology of
politics, i.e. they “cut across different attitude content areas”
(Wilson, 1973: 184) and thus go ‘too deep’ for overt political
analysis.

Borrowing and developing from Eysenck’s work, Samuel
Brittan (1968: 87-99) devised three dimensions:
‘egalitarianism-elitism’, ‘radicalism-orthodoxy’, and
‘liberalism-authoritarianism’.  It must be said that these do not
appear to be as clear as one might wish: from Brittan’s own
description the first and third appear to overlap somewhat and
the second seems highly dependent on time and place and
cannot be used for meaningful longitudinal, historical or
cross-cultural analysis.  In a later work (Brittan, 1976: 354-
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373) Brittan acknowledges some weaknesses, but responds by
vigorously championing the idea of discrete clusters of beliefs
rather than a multi-dimensional model.

On a rather lofty level is an interesting monograph by
Professor Norberto Bobbio (1996) which defends the
unidimensional left-right model.  For Bobbio, left & right
refer to attitudes towards egalitarianism, albeit he produces a
more sophisticated variant in which this is mediated, whilst
still along a single dimension, by attitudes towards
authoritarianism.  It seems to me that this is essentially a
version - since Nolan’s economic axis is about means and not
ends (see below) – of the Political Compass’s economic
dimension (see below) mediated via something like Eysenck’s
toughmindedness-tendermindedness dimension.

Caplan (1997), in full knowledge of the Political Compass
model described below, also retains a single-dimension
model.  However, there is one interesting feature of this in that
he goes to real lengths to gauge not just direction but intensity
of attitude by effectively triplicating the questionnaire, each
time with more extreme versions of the statements.

Whatever the validity of any proposed solution, including the
one described below, returning for a moment to the basic left-
right model the uselessness of any single continuum model for
describing ideology to any meaningful level should be self-
evident.  Yet commentators (e.g. Evans, Heath & Lalljee,
1996: 94; J. W. Harris, 1996a) have noted the continuing use
of some form of a manifestly unsuitable single continuum
model into to this present day, whether for ‘proper’ academic
studies or ‘infotainment’ programs on US television.  Lillie &
Maddox (1981: 61 & 64) suggested several reasons for this
left-right persistence:
• That researchers and other commentators just assume that

it is true and therefore always discuss politics in terms of
it.

• That for political elites in the USA there is a degree of
truth in it and the two dominant groups were, broadly-
speaking, ‘liberal’ and ‘conservative’ (see Herrera (1993,
in Herbst, 1998: 128:129) for a more recent confirmation
of this, and also see below for Nolan’s thoughts on this
matter).

• It is conceptually very simple (providing one does not
analyse it too carefully).

• Those whose opinions do not obviously conform to the
left-right model are simply dismissed as ‘inconsistent’.
As they go on to remark, such people may be entirely
consistent, it is just that they are consistent to a very
different model.

• And additionally, generalising from Halcombe (1996),
that it can be used quite deliberately to ‘smear’ targeted
political groups with inaccurate labels which possess, at
least at the time, objectionable connotations.

Another Solution: The Political Compass

The work of Eysenck, Brittan and others in this field certainly
have their merits, but also their faults or at least limitations for
our purposes: a chief one being that they usually do not ‘speak
to us’ in terms of clearly describing the positions of
individuals or groups in everyday language.  In other words,

their utility as a comprehensible replacement for left-right is
limited.

One alternative model which strives to both overcome the
inadequacy of just left-right (and which certainly is not
dissimilar in some ways from some of the work noted above)
but still be meaningful in an everyday sense is the Political
Compass devised by David Nolan in the USA and first
described in 1971 (Nolan, 1971; Towey, 1995).

As can be seen from Figure 1 below (which I have adapted
from the original), the Political Compass works by separating
ideology into two major areas: economic self-governance and
personal (or ‘social’ as Nolan originally called it) self-
governance (Nolan, 1971: 4-5; Bergland, 1993: 32).

Figure 1:  The Nolan Chart
(adapted from Nolan, 1971: 6)

This is a well-known phenomena: that people who have
individualistic attitudes towards freedom on personal matters,
e.g. support for homosexual rights, may have collectivist or
interventionist attitudes towards economic matters, e.g.
support for the welfare state, and vice-versa.  Bergland (1993:
32) operationally defines the two variables as follows:
“Economic maters involve money such as employment, trade,
investments, or business transactions.  Personal matters do not
involve money, such as choices about what one reads, eats,
drinks, smokes, wears or with whom one chooses to associate,
sleep or marry.”  (It must be admitted that, as it stands, this is
not as explicit as it could be and has lead to some confusion
when attempts have been made to operationalise the Political
Compass.)

What each of the axes seeks to measure is how much personal
choice, power or responsibility versus government, state or
collective choice, power or responsibility the respondent
advocates on economic and personal matters (Bergland, 1993:
30).  It must be noted that it does not tell us anything about
what any individual or collective actually chooses to do with
that power: it concerns means and not ends.

The central ‘% of Total Freedom’ axis ‘discovered’ by
combining the two actual axes is worth noting especially with
reference to Nolan’s hypothesis about ‘actually existing’
political systems which is discussed below.  However, this
central axis is not, of course, ‘real’ except for those whose
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scores on both the personal and economic axes are the same.

Nolan’s basic model was developed over the years, e.g. by
Fritz, Mitchell and also Lillie & Maddox (Lillie & Maddox,
1981; Fritz, 1986: 16-19), to produce internal sectors defined
by certain mixtures of scores along each dimension to produce
what is now known as the Political Compass published by
Advocates for Self-Government (AfSG) (see Figure 2 below).

Figure 2:  The Political Compass
(Source & AfSG, 1995a)

Using this model, one can identify five ideological groupings
(Bergland, 1993: 31):
• Conservative/Right:  individual economic choice and

collective/state personal choice.
• Socialist/Left/Liberal (in the USA): collective/state

economic choice and individual personal choice.
• Libertarian/Autonomist/Anarchist/North:  individual

choice in both.
• Authoritarian/Populist (in the USA)/Omnarchist/South:

collective/state choice in both.
• Centrist: indeterminate or moderate choice on both.

It should be noted that the terminology used, especially that
for the libertarian and authoritarian positions, has changed
repeatedly.

Advantages of this model include:
• It describes overt ideology.
• It does not use arcane terminology, i.e. it uses fairly

common-place language to describe the final ‘positions’
of organisations or (more usually) individuals under
study.

• When orientated as in Figure 2 it leaves stereotypical
leftists and rightists in the same relative position and with
the same nomenclature as in the old bipolar model.  It is
those who are not stereotypical leftists and rightists who
are now more equitably treated by this system.

• With a well-designed questionnaire set it can allow a
quantitative analysis - both descriptive and inferential
(Clegg, 1982: 49) - of the ideological positions of
individuals or groups, along with other variables such as
sex, social class etc. that the researcher may care to
employ.

• It is also claimed that the model can be used for both
quick and simple opinion poll-type research or more in-
depth, complex analysis depending upon how it is
operationalised.

Looking to academically verify the Political Compass, Lillie
& Maddox (1981: 65-66) conducted a survey using a
questionnaire which asked respondents their views on a wide
range of social and economic matters.  A subsequent factor
analysis of the results clearly discovered two major – although
not the only – factors which they suggested essentially
duplicated the personal and economic axes of the Political
Compass.

Problems With The Political Compass

It should not be thought that the Political Compass just as a
theoretical model is without its critics.  A very general one is
opposition to the whole notion of such ‘tidy descriptions’
(Jowell & Airey, 1984: 7).  Perhaps; but this model makes no
claims to be all-embracing and I think that within its limited
parameters its theoretical construction accords with socio-
political reality (see below).

More specifically, a key objection is whether ‘personal’ and
‘economic’ really are divisible in the first place (Lester, 1995:
3).  For example, if one starts from the standard libertarian
principle of self-ownership (Burris, 1983: 32-33; Gays &
Lesbians for Individual Liberty, 1998), then what one does
with one’s body, questions usually falling within the personal
sphere, are strictly-speaking economic issues.  In other words,
to the libertarian purist only the economic axis exists; even
Sharon Harris, the President of AfSG, acknowledges this as
theoretically true (personal correspondence, 27th April 1998).
From an entirely different perspective, Engels (in Flew, 1991:
187) noted that it was a cornerstone of Marxian ideology that
economic (i.e. class) relations determined the whole variety of
governmental, legal, artistic, and religious views that people
hold.

Lester (1995: 3), whilst agreeing in principle, counters this by
noting that the division into personal and economic is a
‘socio-political reality’ and therefore legitimately
operationalised.  This is not a unanimous opinion however.
Dr Chris Tame, Director of the Libertarian Alliance
(telephone interview, 4th March 1998), is of the opinion that,
whilst he acknowledges the socio-political reality of the
division, it was wrong in principle and it was this that really
mattered.

Another problem is the sufficiency of the two axes.  The
evidence for a clearly separate third axis dealing with foreign
and military affairs has often been noted (Blundell &
Gosschalk, 1997: 9-10).  Additional considerations of
sufficiency are discussed below.

I should mention another, more technical concern.  Lester
(1995: 3) alludes to the geometry of the Political Compass:
i.e. that with the numbers down the side and the 45° axes it
looks like a Cartesian diagram (i.e. one where a point can be
found “by reference to its distance from two or three axes
intersecting at right angles” (Allen, 1991: 172)) whereas
Lester concludes that it is not.  Certainly, it would be an
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overly-ardent supporter of the model who claimed anything
better than ordinal level rather than ratio level data for it, with
the necessary implications for statistical analysis (Clegg,
1982: 79-86).  I am not sure that this matters too much here.
What it really comes down to is that one must remember that
the Political Compass model is largely drawn from socio-
political theory, not statistical – e.g. factor - analysis.

Further Speculation About the Political Compass

Nolan (1971: 6-7) hypothesised that, whilst it is theoretically
possible for any position within the Political Compass
diagram to occur, in reality historic systems of government
have tended to fall within a relatively narrow range either side
of the discovered central anarchy/omnarchy axis which he
called the ‘zone of stability’.

Figure 3:  Nolan’s Zone of Stability
(adapted from Nolan, 1971: 6-7)

In other words the two dimensions, whilst theoretically
independent, have in practice historically tended to be
correlated to some degree.  Nolan suggested that any system
where there is great inconsistency between the two
dimensions in terms of their relative scores will be unstable
and will either move towards the anarchy/omnarchy axis or
will collapse.  Fritz (1986: 19) predicted that, as awareness of
the Political Compass became more commonplace, people
would become more ‘rational’ in their political positions, i.e.
move towards the central axis.

Nolan also studied the contemporary – i.e. late 1960s & early
1970s - political mainstream and found that it really did
describe a sort of left/right axis when plotted on the Political
Compass (Nolan, 1971: 7-8).  Lillie & Maddox (1981: 64)
came to the same conclusion when examining the political
mainstream a decade later in the Carter/Reagan years.

Figure 4:  Nolan’s Analysis of the USA Political Mainstream
of the Late 1960s & Early 1970s
(adapted from Nolan, 1971: 7-8)

THE POLITICAL COMPASS AT WORK

Previous Operationalisations

The Political Compass has been used for different purposes.
For example, by libertarians (especially in the USA) as a
combined explanation-cum-marketing tool and a number of
questionnaire sets have been designed to operationalise the
model in this way (e.g. Libertarian Party, nd: 11; Towey,
1995; AfSG, 1995a).  This use, as the Political Compass and
even better known as the World’s Smallest Political Quiz
(WSPQ), is well-established in the USA.  It also has a
tremendous presence on the internet (e.g. Graphic,
Visualization (sic) & Usability Centre (1998) although this
simply uses verbatim the AfSG (1995a) questionnaire).  It has
also made its way into serious political science and political
philosophy (e.g. Boaz, 1997).  These twin aims, of political
evangelism and as a way in which to alter how people see the
world on a serious intellectual level (J. W. Harris, 1996b)
have been criticised as perhaps being incompatible (Huben,
1997).

One particularly high-profile (Riddell, 1997) empirical work
recently conducted in this country was Blundell &
Gosschalk’s (1997) Beyond Left & Right: The New Politics of
Britain.  In this they surveyed 1700 respondents during the
1997 general election campaign using a 21-item questionnaire
set.

Lester’s (1995) short paper is also interesting as being a
notable attempt to assess the ‘higher order’ academic
credibility of the model and to operationalise it by designing a
questionnaire set aimed at a rather more intellectual/academic
audience.

(I should just add that back in 1996, in two unpublished
papers, I attempted to devise a new and better questionnaire
set myself.  My own view at the time – which I still adhere to -
was that the basic ‘here is a question or statement, please
respond to it’ format was itself a problem.  Instead I switched
to one which was a mixture of semantic differential and forced
choice format (De Vaus, 1996: 88-89) with the inclusion of
the former element being the key difference over previous and
now subsequent questionnaire sets.)
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Similar-But-Different Operationalisations

Something very similar has also been used for other academic
work.  Evans, Heath & Lalljee (1996) used ‘libertarian-
authoritarian’ and ‘left-right’ scales to examine the electorate;
their left-right scale being to do with economic egalitarianism
and hence not dissimilar to the economic dimension of the
Political Compass (but see the discussion of Bobbio (1996)
above).  However, they did not combine the dimensions as
does the Political Compass.

It should also be noted that a three-dimensional design
nonetheless possessing considerable similarities has been
employed in the British Social Attitudes series of surveys (e.g.
Jowell et al, 1997: 222-224); this partially uses the same
questionnaire sets as that used by Evans, Heath & Lalljee
(1996).  However, like the latter, Jowell et al do not combine
the dimensions.

Problems & Failings of these Operationalisations

All of the work cited above relies upon asking a series of
questions for each axis and then adding up the scores
according to a predetermined system.  Then, by reading off
the point at which the respondent’s two scores intersect within
the Political Compass an internal position can be found and
the respondent can be identified as belonging to one of the
five groupings (Lester, 1995: 4).

Unfortunately many of these previous exercises have had
problems.  Whilst some of them are of little relevance to this
present study due to the very different data collection strategy
utilised, others involve profound questions that are most
certainly relevant.  It is not my intention to turn this present
research into a critique of what has gone before, but when
reading the following the reader may care to examine the
questionnaire sets that I have set out verbatim in Appendix A.
These problems include:

(1)  At the most basic ‘technical’ level many of the
questionnaire sets created, especially those used essentially as
marketing tools (Huben, 1997), have tended to suffer from the
whole range of problems encountered with poorly designed
questionnaires such as leading questions, double-barrelled
questions, double negatives, acquiescence response sets,
ambiguity, and so forth (see De Vaus, 1996: 83-86;
Oppenheim, 1992: 128-130).  More generally in the whole
area of research into personality, values, attitudes, opinions,
etc. some researchers have claimed that the very use of
propositional statements inevitably creates a conflict between
the particulars of the propositional statement and the target
referent (Wilson & Patterson, 1968) (which is one of the
reasons that my 1996 attempted redesign mentioned above
took the form that it did).

(2)  If it is accepted that concepts such as knowledge,
opinions, attitudes and values are held at different
psychological levels, (Oppenheim, 1992: 176-177; Worcester,
1995: 1), then it is not clear at what level these questionnaires
are aimed at.  This was something that I felt unable to address
within the limits of this project.

(3)  There is often confusion between positive (is, are etc.)
and normative (should, ought etc.) items in the same set, i.e.
the qualities of things and the values which we put on these
things respectively.  It is clear that usage of these different
terms leads to very different propositions (Flew, 1991: 204-
205) and it would seem reasonable to avoid their intermixture
in any questionnaire set aimed at a one or more unitary
concepts, or at least to discuss the implications of mixing
them.  It is of course quite true that a person’s normative view
about an issue may at least partly stem from their positive
view of it (Flew, personal interview, 9th May 1998); however,
they are in the end quite separate and not logically connected.
It must be said that the social and market research orthodoxy
does not seem to regard this as a problem in practice.  It
should also be noted, however, that this clear distinction
between normative and positive/analytic concepts is well-
established with the discipline of political science (Danziger,
1998: 109-110).  When designing my own questionnaire for
this project I stuck as rigidly as possible to a normative
design.

(4)  There is often confusion between absolute (i.e. measured
against some absolute, universal criteria) and relative (i.e.
measured against some discrete point in time and space,
usually the host country’s prevailing ideological mores) socio-
political points of reference.  This is a far from newly-
identified difficulty when mapping ideology.  Following on
from his observation cited above, Hayek (1960: 399) noted
that the contemporary definition of any one of his three
discussed divisions (i.e. socialism, liberalism, and
conservatism) largely depends “on the directions of existing
tendencies”.  A variant on this is where, for example,
libertarianism is associated with views which are merely less
authoritarian than the present status quo.  Evans, Heath &
Lalljee (1996: 97) noted this problem and made attempts to
overcome it by deliberately creating abstract and hence rather
less time-dependent items.  As far as possible I phrased my
questions in absolute terms.

(5)  It is not clear how the various researchers justify the areas
of opinion that they include in their various questionnaire sets
as sufficiently all-encompassing to comprehensively describe
either of the two axes.  A variant of this is – and perhaps the
preceding point too - is the introduction of ‘hot topic’ issues
which are either of unclear relevance to the model and/or are
too general and are in fact ‘symbols’ for a whole range of
issues: anything to do with the ‘European issue’ for example.
Here too I have tried to be more explicit and comprehensive
in describing my methodology.

(6)  In those that deal with the Political Compass model (or
something very similar), there appears to be a marked
disinclination to formally define the constructs of ‘economic’
and ‘personal’.  This is sometimes exacerbated by some
authors having little or no knowledge of the original
references to which I have referred above.  This can lead to
the situation where unjustified credit is claimed for
development of the model or where themes are attributed to
the wrong dimension due to basing the work on what are
essentially second-hand references.  Again, this is an area
which I discuss further below.
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SELECTING A DATA SOURCE:  THE 1997 GENERAL
ELECTION & PARTY-POLITICAL MANIFESTOS

The Unique Feature of this Present Study

Most of the works cited above have been attempts to describe
the political position of individuals.  The focus of this work
was rather different: to use the basic Political Compass model
to systematically describe political organisations.

Constraints & Criteria in the Selection of an Appropriate
Methodology

Having identified that the aim of this study was to analyse the
ideological position of contemporary British political parties
with reference to the Political Compass model, the next task
was to decide how to go about it.

Whatever method was to be used had to fulfil certain criteria
which I felt were of particular importance:
• The likely outlay of resources of time and money had to

be acceptable; i.e. that the project had to be completed by
September 1998 and that it was going to have to be
entirely self-financed on an unspecified but necessarily
limited budget.

• That access to sources of relevant data needed to be
adequate within these same constraints.

• That noting the great differences in size, political
importance, public profile etc. of the various parties,
whatever source of data was used had to be at least
approximately equitable across at least most of the parties
surveyed.

• That whatever form of data was collected had to be
ultimately – i.e. whether directly or subsequent to some
other process – recorded in a form appropriate to the task
of mapping ideology using the Political Compass model.

Finding a Data Source

Keeping in mind the above constraints, it was immediately
obvious that gathering primary data would be impractical; in
particular actually canvassing the opinions directly of either a
representative sample of a party’s membership or of suitable
party leaders would be quite impossible.

However, the outline of this project first took shape in late
1996 and one thing was known for certain: there had to be a
general election in the UK by late spring 1997 at the latest (it
was eventually held on the 1st May 1997).  Aside from
anything else, general elections in this country are perhaps the
one time when most parties – large and small - feel obliged to
publish an overview of their ‘positions’: in other words almost
all of them publish manifestos.  These had the tremendous
advantage of being approximately equal between parties and
generally tending to cover a fairly wide range of issues
(although on both counts see and compare the brief
descriptions of the various parties’ manifestos that I include in
Appendix D).

I went about acquiring these manifestos in two ways:
• Purchasing some of those produced by the larger parties

at an academic bookshop during the election campaign

itself.
• Direct applications to the political parties themselves.  It

was often quite a task not only to identify what smaller
parties there were but also how to contact them.  Certain
books and websites were of use in this and subsequent
research, in particular Austin (1997: 54), Boothroyd
(1997), and Thorne (1997).  There were five outcomes of
these enquiries:
• suitable material sent free of charge;
• suitable material for which a (usually very modest)

fee was charged;
• unsuitable material sent free of charge
• unsuitable material for which a (fortunately usually

very modest!) fee was charged;
• no response at all.

Eventually I was able to acquire more-or-less suitable
manifestos from the following parties or organisations:

Table 1:  Political Parties & Organisations From Which
Suitable Manifestos were Collected

Party Initials
Alliance Party of Northern Ireland AP/NI
Anarchist Communist Federation ACF
British National Party BNP
Communist Party of Britain CPB
Conservative & Unionist Party CUP
Democratic Unionist Party DUP
Green Party GP
Islamic Party of Britain IP/B
Labour Party Lab
Liberal Democrats LibDems
Liberal Party Libs
Libertarian Party of the USA LP/USA
Mebyon Kernow MK
Movement for Christian Democracy MCD
National Democrats ND
New Britain Party NBP
Plaid Cymru PC
Progressive Unionist Party PUP
Scottish National Party SNP
Sinn Féin SF
Social Democratic & Labour Party SDLP
Socialist Equality Party SEP
Socialist Labour Party SLP
Third Way TW
UK Independence Party UKIP
UK Unionist Party UKUP
Ulster Unionist Party UUP
Workers Party WP

Although this is not a complete listing of all British political
parties, I would contend that it does seem to represent a fair
sample of party-political opinion.  The reader will have noted
the presence of some organisations which are not parties as
such like the ACF and the MCD, or are not British parties,
specifically, the LP/USA and to some extent SF and even
more so the WP.  The first two of these five were included as
they seemed to me to have something interesting to say not
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really covered by the other organisations, thereby expanding
the ideological parameters of the analysis.

I did collect but subsequently discard manifestos from two
parties well known at the time of the 1997 general election.
The Referendum Party was/is a purely single-issue
organisation (unlike the UKIP) and therefore not appropriate
for this study.  The Natural Law Party’s manifesto was not
only incredibly long (approximately 120, densely-packed
pages), but virtually everything is eventually discussed in
terms of ‘natural law’, ‘Vedic science’ and such things as
‘yogic flying’, none of which I felt competent to undertake an
ideological analysis of.  I did attempt to analyse the manifesto
from a secular/material point of view but I am not too
ashamed to admit that, mindful of the limitations of this study,
I eventually gave up.

METHODOLOGY:  CONTENT ANALYSIS &
SIMULATION OF INTERVIEW

Introducing Content Analysis

Having established the ‘what’, the next – or in reality the
simultaneous – task was to establish the ‘how’.  Here the
choice of an appropriate technique was quite straightforward:
to use content analysis, a scientific research technique which
seeks to make replicable and valid inferences from
communication data of some sort to some aspect of external
reality to which the data is deemed to refer (Krippendorff,
1980: 20-21; Henwood, 1996: 34).  Political manifestos
certainly fall into this category and indeed analysis of political
texts and ideology generally have long been a staple of work
using content analysis (Krippendorff, 1980: 15; Weber, 1990:
24; Berg, 1995: 176).

For my purposes content analysis had tremendous advantages
(Krippendorff, 1980: 29-31; Berg, 1995: 177 & 193):
• It is unobtrusive or non-reactive (albeit that this was

anyway one of the major reasons for using manifestos
rather than directly canvassing opinions).

• It accepts unstructured data (i.e. not produced originally
with one’s research question in mind).

• It is context sensitive and able to process symbolic forms
(i.e. not just the words as collections of letters but as
symbols of meaning, important when socio-political
concepts are being considered).

• It can cope with large amounts of data, although it can be
very labour-intensive and time-consuming.

• It is cost-effective (e.g. by comparison with canvassing
the opinions of key actors even if this was desirable).

The major inherent weakness of using content analysis as the
primary or sole technique is that it tends to be limited to
analysing already recorded messages (Berg, 1995: 194); e.g.
if a manifesto does not deal with an issue, even implicitly,
then one cannot analyse it.  In the same vein data is often not
recorded in language conveniently usable for one’s research
purpose; e.g. it comes with ambiguities and omissions
(Krippendorff, 1980: 71).
Like any form of quantitative research, the results should be
replicable, i.e. reliable.  Different researchers at a different
time or place should be able to deploy rules laid down by the

original researchers and obtain the same results
(Krippendorff, 1980: 21).

The First Steps

A number of stages are described as usually being necessary
for the successful completion of a piece of content analysis
(Wimmer & Dominick, 1997: 116-131).  Many of them are
common to virtually any kind of quantitative research and
some I have described in previous sections; however, I will
briefly describe or recapitulate some of the initial stages
before turning to the major stages.

Formulate the research question, i.e. why one is doing it and
what one wishes to find out (Wimmer & Dominick, 1997:
116).  As explained above, this is analysing party doctrine
with reference to the Political Compass model of ideology.

Define the universe, i.e. the boundaries of the body of content
to be considered (Wimmer & Dominick, 1997: 117).  In this
case, all manifestos from the 1997 general election (plus
certain analogous or comparator documents as explained
above).

Selecting a sample (Wimmer & Dominick, 1997: 117).
Because here the material was reasonably finite (i.e. unlike
studying ideology in the mass media where the potential
sample is virtually unlimited) this work was essentially a
would-be census with a degree of purposive sampling (Berg,
1995: 179).  The only ‘problem’ was that not absolutely every
manifesto was available.  Fortunately this did not really cause
any difficulties: each manifesto was a discrete entity and the
inclusion or exclusion of any one had no effect on that of any
other (Krippendorff, 1980: 57).

But authorities agree that the key stages in designing a piece
of content analysis are defining the units of analysis and the
categories of analysis, and then, where appropriate as in this
case, establishing a quantification system.

The Unit of Analysis

Recording units indicate what portion of the message is to be
treated as a ‘whole’ for further analysis.  Certain units are the
most commonly used, e.g. words, sentences and whole texts
(Weber, 1990: 21-24).  However, I felt that the most obvious
unit of analysis was also the one that is amongst the most
commonly used of all: the theme (Wimmer & Dominick,
1997: 119).  As far as content analysis is concerned, a theme
is a portion of the message, of no set length, which deals with
one discrete concept.  Moreover, amongst all the types of
other units only themes are both large enough to handle
normative data but small and wieldy enough to be used with
identifiable discrete units of a conceptually sophisticated
nature (Krippendorff, 1980: 62-63; Weber, 1990: 16).

Formally defining ‘a theme’ for this task beyond a merely
intuitive personal understanding was required, especially with
a view to subsequent replication (Wimmer & Dominick,
1997: 112).  In the end I used an adaptation of Wimmer &
Dominick’s own definition of a theme (1997: 119): A theme
shall be understood to be a discussion or assertion of any, at
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least in theory, separable individual issue of policy or
ideology.

Categories of Analysis

The second vital step was to create the categories of analysis
to which the units of analysis were to be assigned: it is at this
stage that actual quantitative data is recorded.  These
categories can be regarded as ‘indices of symptoms’: i.e.
content analysis uses measurable entities as indices of not so
directly measurable phenomenon (Krippendorff, 1980: 40),
i.e. the ideological views of the corporate mind of the political
parties.

For my purposes the categories were themselves required to
be placed in two categories:
• Theme Topic, i.e. having identified a theme then to

categorise it.
• Dimension, i.e. whether a topic dealt with a personal or

an economic matter.

Theme Topic

This involved taking each identifiable theme (qua unit of
analysis as per preceding section) and assigning it to a specific
theme topic.  It was at this stage, and then also the subsequent
ones, that two important elements in devising any meaningful
categories of analysis came into play:

(1)  They should be exhaustive, i.e. that every theme topic
should have a ‘slot’ or label and not be excluded because of a
lack of appropriate descriptive terms (Krippendorff, 1980:
75).  Whilst, for various reasons, this may not always be
possible, it is generally not a good idea to have a substantial
number of recorded units of analysis unassigned to specific
categories, e.g. ‘not applicable’ or ‘don’t know’ responses,
although in some circumstances these could be categories in
their own right (Krippendorff, 1980: 75; Wimmer &
Dominick, 1997: 121).

However, this blanket prescription on the desirability of being
exhaustive is subject to one, and in my case very important,
qualification: the categories used should reflect all relevant
aspects of the communication (Berg, 1995: 175).  A
researcher must define the boundaries beyond which the
analysis does not extend, and whilst these boundaries may be
somewhat arbitrary they do help to define what is and is not
relevant (Krippendorff, 1980: 26).  With specific reference to
the manifestos, a substantial proportion of almost all
manifestos are either expositions on ‘the state we’re in’, i.e.
the current socio-politico-economic position as the party sees
it; or when discussing their own platforms are what in even an
academic essay can frankly be described as ‘bullshit’, e.g.
how only the such-and-such party dares tell the truth, that this
is the most important election ever, etc. etc.  Accordingly, I
only recorded and analysed clear references to the active
policy wishes of the party, i.e. things they would do or not do,
or their clear preferences for how things should be.

Moreover, there were certain items which, whilst clearly
identifiable areas of policy or ideology, I omitted since they
seemed not to fit in any obvious way with the basic two-
dimensional model (which is, of course, suggestive of

weaknesses in it).  I discus some of these at the end of this
essay.

It has to be said that AfSG’s work in this area leaves
something to be desired from a scientific point of view.   They
note (J. W. Harris, 1996b) that gun control, a ‘hot’ political
issue in the USA, was deliberately omitted after having been
initially included on their questionnaire set for the WSPQ.  It
was realised that for someone to be a ‘100% libertarian’ they
would have to oppose gun control.  However, in practice it
was ‘liberals’ – i.e. those who generally score in quite a
libertarian direction on the personal dimension - who often
most strongly advocated it, so they dropped it.  This seems a
distortion of normal scientific practice – and certainly for
content analysis too (Berg, 1995: 192) - whereby evidence
that appears to contradict one’s theoretical model, whilst by
no means necessarily rendering it wholly invalid (Van Evera,
1997: 43-44), should lead to the model being at least re-
examined, the apparent discrepancy explained, and the model
possibly refined.  The authors of the current questionnaire set
for the WSPQ appear to have knowingly ignored the data
instead.

(2)  They should be mutually exclusive, i.e. the same
identified theme cannot be placed into more than one category
(Krippendorff, 1980: 75).  But here too this general rule is
subject to an important qualification: particularly in longer
passages where a number of theme topics might present
themselves, where necessary parts of a passage of text shared
may need to be repeated (Weber, 1990: 22).  An excellent
example of this appeared in the BNP’s manifesto with the
statement “… media should be under the ownership & control
solely of British citizens of indigenous ancestry …” (p31)
which could easily have been used in the control of the media,
race, and foreign ownership topics.  I did not in fact do this as
the BNP’s manifesto was one of the most comprehensive and
there was sufficient material ‘to go round’, but I hope that the
point is understood.

Eventually it was necessary to create a list of theme topics,
with accompanying commentaries, which was as exhaustive
and as exclusive as possible.  I compiled such a list in stages.
First, I looked at the questionnaire sets used in previous
operationalisations of the Political Compass - specifically I
used those sets that I have presented in Appendix A - as a
starting point, albeit mindful at all times of the problems
discussed above.  Next, by thoroughly studying the manifestos
I built up this initial list topic by topic.  Then, even when
conducting the actual coding process (i.e. looking for the most
pertinent statements, explicit or implicit, from the manifesto),
I sometimes came upon some topic which I felt I had not
previously identified.  This necessitated updating the list and
also the time-consuming affair of going back over manifestos
that had already been analysed.  The eventual provisional
coding sheet is set out in Appendix B.  It should be noted that
the accompanying commentaries in Appendix B are not
necessarily relevant to similarly named variables/topics in the
eventual final questionnaire, Appendix C, which has its own
commentary.

This list now had to be turned into a questionnaire and I
discuss the specific ‘simulation of interview’ methodology
more fully in a separate section below.  Suffice to say here
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that once I had extracted all the data that I could based upon
the provisional coding sheet, I then performed a number of
additional operations.  First, I scored each topic for how
frequently it was mentioned in total by the manifestos.  This
resulted in some of them being omitted from further
consideration since they were infrequently or indeed never
mentioned: with a view to ‘interviewing’ the manifestos it is
standard practice not to construct questions that the
interviewee is unwilling or unable to answer.  Others I omitted
since, upon inspection of what quotations I had selected for
them, it was unclear whether or not they could even remotely
be considered unitary concepts: an example of this was the
(rather interesting) asymmetric law topic.  Next I merged
some of the topics since they seemed to be essentially the
same.

When I had completed this process I then turned the topic
headings set out in Appendix B into actual statements as
might be found on a questionnaire: this final questionnaire can
be found in Appendix C along with accompanying
explanations/comments.  I phrased them all in one direction,
i.e. they are all stated in an extreme libertarian direction,
simply for ease of scoring.  In a questionnaire aimed at ‘live’
respondents they would, of course, be mixed in direction.

This should not be taken literally however, and this is very
important because otherwise the reader might derive a
erroneous impression of the relationship between the wording
in the final questionnaire (Appendix C) and the scores that I
assigned to each item.  Although the questionnaire items are
phrased in a uni-directional extreme ‘libertarian’ manner, at
the same time I analysed and scored the manifestos with what
I might describe as an imaginary mirror-image questionnaire
in mind, phrased in a uni-directional extreme ‘authoritarian’
manner.  To give an example: on the face of it almost every
party would score 1 on the item relating to health & welfare
since they virtually all strongly disagree with the statement
“Health & welfare should be purely a matter for private or
charitable provision”.  But my analysis was rather more
sophisticated than that.  For example, on the issue of health &
welfare the SEP does score 1; for if most parties were to be
asked only the opposite question “Health & welfare should be
purely a matter for state provision” most would also strongly
(or at least tend to) disagree since they do not wish to actually
prohibit private or other non-state health & welfare like the
SEP does (p16).

Essentially this returns us to the problem of questionnaire
wording that I tried to tackle in 1996 by using a form of
wording radically different from previous and subsequent
operationalisations of the Political Compass.  To offer a
concrete example of this (and hopefully to make it entirely
clear how I went about scoring each item), if I was using my
final questionnaire items as the basis of a questionnaire for
collecting primary data from a ‘live’ audience I would design
the question (and the rest of the questionnaire of course)
something like this:

Table 2:  Example of a Mixture of Semantic Differential &
Forced Choice Format Questions

Below is a pair of opposing statements.  Please tick
one of the five boxes according to where your own
opinion falls between the two statements
Health &
welfare should
be purely a
matter for
private or
charitable
provision

        Health & welfare
should be purely
a matter for state
provision

When I was scoring each topic, the method that I employed
was to ask the extreme libertarian version of the statements
and mentally score the result, then ask the extreme
authoritarian version and again mentally score the result, and
then effectively take the mean of the two.

Dimension

Concurrent with the process of identifying the topics, I
separated them into the Economic and Personal dimensions.  I
have already noted the tendency of some of the previous work
in this area to eschew any formal definition of the personal &
economic dimensions.  Sharon Harris (personal
correspondence, 27th April, 1998) averred that Bergland’s
(1993: 32) definition which I presented earlier was a
reasonably good one.  But she also acknowledged that there
are grey areas and suggested the following two guidelines:

• When deciding whether an issue is personal or economic,
even if it involves both, which is the major one?  For
example, ‘drugs’ could be considered an economic issue
via the right to buy and sell them, but the major issue is
the personal right of the individual to consume them.

• If an issue is still difficult to categorise, then ask who is
most targeted by it.  For example, anti-discrimination
laws.  Most of us are free to chose with whom we
associate in our personal lives, but we cannot so
discriminate if we are a business looking to hire (or not to
hire) someone of a certain race or sex; therefore anti or
positive discrimination laws in employment are economic
issues.  On the other hand, a private social, religious or
sporting club or association when effected by anti-
discrimination laws in terms of its membership is a
personal rather than economic issue because in this case
the membership issue is to be seen as an extension of
rights to freely chose with whom we do or do not
associate.  If the same private club was to discriminate in
hiring a paid employee it would become again an
economic issue.  (I should point out that the final
questionnaire does not have a personal discrimination
variable although I did include it on the initial coding
sheet.  However, I found that when discrimination/anti-
discrimination is discussed in manifestos it was usually
with reference to, at least implicitly, employment-related
matters.)

It is worth mentioning the mixture of inductive methods, i.e.
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where the researcher immerses him/herself in the documents
in order to identify theme topics that are important to the
producers, and deductive methods, i.e. where the researcher
uses theme topics suggested by a theoretical perspective, that I
used (Berg, 1995: 180).  The theme topic stage was
essentially inductive given that it was based upon an
identification of the various ideological and policy issues
thought worthy of discussion by each party.  The dimension
stage was deductive in that it was based on the theoretical
perspective of the Political Compass.

Whilst I am reasonably happy with the final questionnaire,
since above I criticised previous work I think that it would be
foolish of me to claim perfection for it or that it is as well-
balanced as the current AfSG version claims to be (J. W.
Harris, 1996b).  Some topics may in fact be the same one,
others may be compounds of two or more, and yet others may
have been ignored altogether because they did not ‘shout’ to
me as I was compiling the list with the Political Compass
model in mind; and of course others I consciously ignored as
noted above and which brings us back to the sufficiency of
axes.

Establishing a Quantification System

Having identified the various topics and the dimension to
which each belonged, and reformulated them into a ‘proper’
questionnaire, it was necessary that I establish how the
responses that I extracted from the manifestos were to be
scored.

Absolute or Relative?

I have mentioned my criticism of some previous designs in
their confusion between absolute and relative scoring; this
placed an onus on me to be aware of the same problem with
my own work.  After giving it much thought I decided on an
absolute approach, i.e. one more in keeping with the approach
of AfSG (1995a) than Blundell & Gosschalk (1997).  This is
reflected in the wording that I constructed for the
questionnaire in Appendix C.

The reason that I was so keen to score my version in absolute
terms was that I concur with the view that the scoring must be
properly scaled, e.g. that all libertarian organisations but only
libertarian organisations are placed in the north-most sector
(J. W. Harris, 1997).  Some previous operationalisations, with
their frankly incredible ‘findings’ that such-and-such a
percentage of the population fall into such-and-such a sector,
have done little to further any wider appreciation of the
model.

Intensity

From the preceding, the obvious method of establishing an
appropriate quantification system (Wimmer & Dominick,
1997: 122) for each topic, i.e. scoring intensity, was some
form of Likert-type scale based upon the evaluative
judgement of each topic along each dimension (Judd, Smith &
Kidder, 1991: 293; Oppenheim, 1992: 195-200).

It seemed to me quite reasonable to employ a standard five-
point scoring system.  The only adaptation that I had to do

was score the questionnaire in such a way that the final score
took allowance for non-response: the other questionnaire sets
tend to use a simple additive scale which assumes a full
response.  Instead I used a system of calculating the mean
score along each dimension; i.e. scores for identified and
noted topics were summed for each dimension and then
divided by the number of these extant topics to give a final
score along each dimension of between 0 and 1.  The reader is
reminded of the concurrent imaginary mirror-image
questionnaire technique that I employed.

Table 3:  Quantification System for the Final Questionnaire

Ordinal Score (description) Ordinal Score
(quantity)

Strongly Agree 1.00
Tend to Agree 0.75
Neither Agree nor Disagree 0.50
Tend to Disagree 0.25
Strongly Disagree 0.00
Don’t Know/No Answer -

It should be noted that when assessing the intensity I often
took account of not just statements about what the party
would do, but also what it would not do or indeed would
prohibit: see the example of the SEP and private medicine
noted above.

I was obliged throughout to take into account a well-accepted
part of any content analysis: the use of implicit or latent data.
It is for this reason that it was so important that I adduced
evidence independent of my own, possibly subjective, view
(Berg, 1995: 176).  To give another example of using implicit
data from the SEP manifesto, a statement to the effect that
“Discrimination based on sexual preference must be
outlawed” (p19) I took as implicit evidence of their ‘pro-
homosexual’ views.  However, it was one thing to use implicit
data in this sense; what I was reluctant to do was to think
something like “such-and-such a party thinks this on issue x,
they must therefore think that on issue y.  Whilst in the
majority of cases this might have been acceptable in practice,
the fact that every now and again I came across a rather
surprising declaration by a party clearly indicated that this
method – arguably little more than conjecture - was not
without substantial risks.

Without suggesting the introduction of any relativism, I also
found it useful to start with the obviously ‘extreme’ parties
first to provide baselines for the 0 and 1 scores.  The existence
and analysis of organisations such as the LP/USA and the
ACF demonstrate how ‘moderate’ most of the other
organisations really are along one or both dimensions.
Following on from this, I was extremely reluctant to score 0
or 1 unless the organisation was overwhelmingly and
obviously ‘at the edge’, preferring instead to score .25 or .75.

Non-Response

The last scoring option on Table 3 is important as in no case
was every topic addressed (at least adequately so) in the
manifesto even when, whenever I came across a topic that I
had not extracted a quote for, I again went back to the
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manifesto to see if I could find something of use.  I had
anticipated this problem from the very beginning, and it was
one of the reasons that I merged or omitted certain
infrequently-used topics when constructing the final
questionnaire from the provisional coding sheet (De Vaus,
1996: 284).

This problem of non-response is dealt with quite extensively
in the literature (e.g. Norusis, nd: 48; De Vaus, 1996: 282-
286) but there is no definitive answer: it depends on a case-
by-case basis on the nature of the research design and
question, the type of data, how much would be lost (if any) by
the various suggested remedies, etc.  There were a number of
possible solutions suggested by the literature or a more
intuitive view but none of them were particularly satisfactory.
For example:
• Deleting parties which were not ‘good enough’, but

which posed the obvious problem of defining ‘enough’.
Besides, any meaningful employment of this method
would remove most parties from further consideration.

• Substituting the mean score of all the other parties for
that topic, but in which case the scores of each party
cease to be orthogonal (Bryman & Cramer, 1994: 264).

• Substituting the mean score for the whole dimension for
that particular party, which is a little better than the
preceding suggestion but one could argue that this merely
limits the problem.

• Substituting a constant figure, i.e. in practice the middle
(0.5) score, but the arbitrariness of this is self-evident.

• Attempting to ‘close an incomplete picture’
(Krippendorff, 1980: 80-81) based upon a deployment of
my knowledge of each party, but the highly speculative
nature of this is obvious.

Eventually I decided to simply score them as best I could
using the method described previously in this section, and to
honestly highlight any obvious deficiencies when discussing
the methodology and/or results.

Simulation of Interview

I have left this section to now, but in doing so I do not wish to
imply that I only considered this stage after the ones covered
above.  Far from it: each of these various processes were
interlinked and my analysis of one constantly informed my
considerations of others.

It was obviously of crucial importance to consider how to
actually extract the data from the manifestos.  One particular
technique of content analysis suggested itself: ‘simulation of
interview’ (Krippendorff, 1980: 79-80).  This required me to
familiarise myself with the work (in this case the ‘corporate
mind’ of the political parties as revealed through their
manifestos) – a necessary step anyway of course
(Krippendorff, 1980: 73) - thus developing a mental construct
of the parties’ beliefs.  Then going back through the material,
I was required to answer questions based upon this mental
construct just as if I was using a prepared set of questions that
I might have put directly to an interviewee.

The obvious disadvantage to this is that, unless one is very
careful, it can inject an unwarranted degree of subjectivity,

not so much when establishing just direction but rather
intensity of direction.  This is why it was important that I was
able to adduce evidence from the manifestos by means of
selected quotations which supported my contention (Berg,
1995: 192-193).  Needless to say, by ‘selected’ I mean those
that present supporting evidence for an objective view of the
party’s ideology, not those that merely support what I think it
should be!  These quotations were selected by me as I felt that
they best represented the ‘flavour’ of the party’s position on
that particular issue.

During the initial data extraction process, I used as my data
sheet (Krippendorff, 1980: 81-81) an adapted eleven-page
version of the provisional coding sheet (Appendix B) with had
just the topic titles and then several spaces between each topic
to allow me to write in selected quotations for the manifesto.
I also had a copy of the actual coding sheet beside me for ease
of reference.  As I have previously noted, both these
documents were adapted even as the recording process
progressed.  Scoring was only done when the final
questionnaire had been designed, and extracted data had been
transferred from the provisional coding sheet to the final
questionnaire.

THE ANALYSIS:  PLOTTING THE POLITICAL
PARTIES

The following Table 4 is the final analysis of each manifesto
using the procedure discussed above and displays my
calculation of the scores for each of the two dimensions.

This table is very much the short-form version.  The full
questionnaires, complete with quotations that I have adduced
as evidence for my scoring, can be found in the lengthy
Appendix D.  To facilitate a cross-party topic-on-topic
comparison, I have set out all parties’ topic scores in
Appendix E

It should be noted that in Table 4 and also Figure 5 I have
used figures rounded to the nearest 0.05.  Although the actual
results as originally calculated to the nearest 0.01 can be
found additionally in Appendix E, I felt that to use these
figures anywhere in the main body of the text would be to
invite (entirely correct) accusations of spurious accuracy.  In
any case, the often effectively ordinal quality of the data is
again to be noted.

Table 4:  Summary Table of the Analysis

Party Personal
Dimension

Economic
Dimension

AP/NI 0.75 0.40
ACF 1.00 0.00
BNP 0.25 0.25
CPB 0.95 0.15
CUP 0.60 0.65
DUP 0.25 0.30
GP 0.50 0.30
IP/B 0.30 0.25
Lab 0.40 0.45
LibDems 0.65 0.45
Libs 0.80 0.40
LP/USA 1.00 0.95
MK 0.85 0.30
MCD 0.75 0.45
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Party Personal
Dimension

Economic
Dimension

ND 0.35 0.25
NBP 0.25 0.55
PC 0.55 0.35
PUP 0.75 0.35
SNP 0.50 0.40
SF 0.75 0.35
SDLP 0.95 0.30
SEP 0.85 0.00
SLP 0.75 0.15
TW 0.65 0.25
UKIP 0.65 0.60
UKUP 1.00 0.45
UUP 0.85 0.40
WP 0.75 0.15

The following chart, Figure 5, describes the preceding tabular
data in a visual form and therefore plots each party into its
appropriate Political Compass sector.

Figure 5:  The Analysis Plotted on the Political Compass

It is particularly important that the reader is aware of some of
the undoubted limitations of this project and the analysis.
Therefore, rather than proceeding straight away with a
discussion of the results in this section, the following section
discusses some of the methodological issues raised, and the
section after that looks at the results themselves within the
context of those limitations.

LIMITATIONS & FLAWS IN THE METHODOLOGY,
AND OTHER TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS

This project was very far from perfect and a number of
limitations and flaws were particularly apparent.

Non-Response

Without question, and assuming that the construction of the
final questionnaire was reasonably well done, the largest
problem was that of non-response.  To give some indication
of the extent of non-response (Marsh, 1988: 141), Table 5
describes the total number of possible responses along all the
topics within each dimension, and compares this figure to the
actual responses.

Table 5:  Aggregate Non-Response Rates for 28 Parties

Dimension Topics Possible
Responses

Actual
Responses

Non-
Response

n n n % n %
Personal 13 364 138 38 226 62
Economic 19 532 363 68 169 32
Total 32 896 501 56 395 44

From a purist’s point of view, the most unacceptable feature
of this was that each ‘interviewee’ was interrogated by
effectively a different questionnaire and this is a
methodologically highly undesirable state of affairs.  From a
more prosaic point of view, the major problem came in the
effect that non-response had on the results.  On both counts,
as can be seen from Table 5, the problem was particularly
noticeable along the personal dimension, this tending to be
relatively sparsely dealt with compared to topics appearing on
the economic dimension.

Moreover, a particular problem with non-response in this case
was that parties would sometimes non-respond on topics
where it really was quite ‘easy’ to score 1, in particular on the
personal dimension issues of freedom of religious practice,
gender roles, and racial equity (all often a 1), and to a slightly
lesser degree tolerance towards sexual minorities (often a
.75).  A few assertions about these areas could easily shift the
party’s score in a ‘libertarian’ direction; conversely some
parties did not mention them but, from a more subjective and
speculative assessment of their positions taking the manifesto
as a whole into consideration, would probably have scored in
a ‘libertarian’ direction too had they done so.

Upon inspection it was evident that certain parties were
‘worse’ than others, in particular many of those from Northern
Ireland.  Looking at Figure 5 above, in my own opinion (i.e.
going beyond the limitations of this study) the worst affected
were the SDLP, the UKUP, the UUP, and MK in that they
were scored as too ‘libertarian’ on the personal dimension.  (A
case might also be made that the DUP were scored as too
‘authoritarian’ on the personal dimension.)

I am slightly happier about the economic dimension, largely
because this tended to be more comprehensively discussed by
the parties.  Even so, some perhaps received a raw deal here
too, albeit not to the same degree.

Deliberate Omissions & Lying

In some ways an extension of the preceding, what if some of
these non-responses were quite deliberate omissions due to
the party believing that it would be electorally unwise to
publicise its stance on some issue?  I gained the impression
that this was rarely, if not never, the case.  If one takes as an
example the most extreme organisations such as the BNP, the
ACF, and the LP/USA, their extremism was a source of
obvious pride to them.  The worse that I can say is that as the
parties become more ‘moderate’ there appeared to be a
tendency to greater resort to generalities.

The problem of accommodating outright lies in content
analysis is an even more vexed one (Krippendorff, 1980: 24),
and I suggest that it necessarily only really applies to
assertions of positive ‘fact’.  As such it will be remembered
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that the target of this research was the normative beliefs of the
parties.

Absolute Dimensions and the Quality of the Data

I have discussed above that it was my intention to construct
and use absolute dimensions rather than relative ones.
However, whilst at all times endeavouring to do this, the often
inherently relativistic nature of the data – i.e. manifestos
substantially dedicated to a discussion of the contemporary
British social environment and each party’s response to this –
meant that this could not always be done as well as I might
have wished.

Subjectivity

A major problem, albeit one probably inherent in any form of
content analysis which attempts to study and categorise
material of a conceptually sophisticated nature, was the
subjectivity that may creep in.

The only safeguard against this is to ask the data a specific
and constant set of questions (Strauss, 1987, in Wimmer &
Dominick, 1995: 186).  Excepting the non-response issue
discussed above, I would suggest that I have set out the
methodology reasonably clearly and can only note that, to the
best of my abilities, I analysed each manifesto on the same
basis.

Reliability & Validity

It is axiomatic that any piece of research aspiring to be taken
seriously must address these two important and closely-related
issues.  Whatever may be said about this present study, it
nonetheless appears true that historically content analyses tend
not to be replicated nor are suitable tests of validity used
(Krippendorff, 1980: 28; Weber, 1990: 17).  Replication
tends to be seen as an unglamorous part of the empirical
social sciences and hence there is a tendency for the projects,
from development through to deployment and on to
assessment, to be done only by those closely involved
(Krippendorff, 1980: 74).  Within the context and scale of this
current work there was little or nothing that I could do to get
an outside opinion, except now to invite others to undertake
their own study of what is after all material in the public
domain, as well as of that set out in the appendices.

Reliability

In content analysis reliability problems most often take the
form of ambiguities in word meanings, category definitions
and other coding rules (Weber, 1990:), and the only real way
to assess to reliability is to replicate the whole project, or at
least substantial parts of it, ab initio.  This was impractical
within the constraints that I was working to; nonetheless,
when it came to scoring the manifestos using the 5-point
system I did undertake some measure of replication.  After I
had initially scored each manifesto and input the data onto the
data sheet (Appendix E), I then looked at the scores I had
given each party along each dimension and went back to
check whether I was scoring like-for-like.  During the course
of this I did make some minor changes, but these tended to be
changing .25 to .5 or vice-versa etc.; I did not make any major

changes such as a 0 to 1 or even .25 to .75.  I also used this as
an opportunity to check that I had input the data correctly in
the first place.

Validity

There are many types of validity which apply to content
analysis no less than any other form of social research, and
these are essentially of two sorts: internal and external
(Weber, 1990: 18-21; Wimmer & Dominick, 1997: 131).

The first most relevant example of internal validity is face
validity, i.e. where there is a correspondence between a
researcher’s definitions of the various concepts studied and
his/her definitions of the various coding rules used to measure
them, i.e. they have been rigidly defined and operationalised
(Weber, 1990: 18-19; Wimmer & Dominick, 1997: 131).  In
other words, that my definitions of the personal and economic
dimensions was matched by how I set about actually
measuring their existence within the manifestos.  Again, I can
only stress that I took considerable care to understand what
the definitions of the dimensions were, and tried to ensure that
the topics I extracted for both the initial coding guide
(Appendix B) and especially the final questionnaire
(Appendix C) were properly assigned.  In any case, as the
writers above also note, this sort of validity is rather weak and
circular in reasoning and is little more than reliability.

The stronger form of validity is external validity.  For me to
assert that this piece of research was valid in this sense means
that any findings are generalisable beyond that methods that I
used (Weber, 1990: 18).  There are a number of types of
external validity, but three seemed to be of most relevance.

Semantic validity refers to the concept of where others
familiar with the data language agree that certain elements of
data would be placed in the same category (Weber, 1990: 21).
In other words, that those with a knowledge of contemporary
party-politics and the Political Compass model would agree
with my assigning of data to dimensions and topics, and also
my scoring of intensity.  This again, must wait for others’
opinion, but readers are referred to Appendix D in particular
to make their own assessment.

The second type is criterion validity (De Vaus, 1996: 56).
This concerns measuring the results of the analysis against
pre-existing measures.  Using for my purposes a somewhat
anecdotal version of this, I am reasonably happy with the
results excepting those particularly affected by non-response
as discussed above.  Those parties generally acknowledged to
have, for example, an economic interventionist and/or
egalitarian attitude do tend to receive low scores on the
economic dimension; similarly those regarded as favouring a
‘free market’ approach score relatively highly along this
dimension.  Much the same goes for the personal dimension.

The other type of validity that seemed relevant to this project
is construct validity (Weber, 1990: 19; Wimmer & Dominick,
1997: 131).  This is essentially a measure of the validity of the
theoretical constructs used, in this case the Political Compass
itself.  This is dealt with more generally throughout this essay.
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The Present Political Compass:  A Final View

With regards the validity of the Political Compass model as it
currently stands, I still view it as vastly superior to the
traditional left-right model.  The Political Compass model is
far from perfect, but it does allow an analysis of everyday
political views which is both comprehensible and has some
real meaning.  The results of my analysis are of worth at the
relatively simple level that the Political Compass operates at.

Nonetheless, for all the reasons, omissions etc. that I have
discussed and discuss further below, it is not good enough for
detailed, sophisticated, high-level analysis, and indeed the
idea that all ideology can be conveniently plotted on a visually
appealing two-dimensional diagram is perhaps only
marginally more plausible than the old left-right model.

THE BRITISH PARTY-POLITICAL SITUATION AT
THE END OF THE 20TH CENTURY

What I Will Not Be Discussing

After what have been quite lengthy introduction, methodology
and technical sections, it is my intention to keep this section
as short as possible.  In particular I feel that the real and
substantial results are displayed in Table 4 and Figure 5, and
also the following subsection ‘A Description of the Results’.

I do not wish to constantly rehearse the limitations discussed
above, especially those attributable to non-response, but from
time-to-time I must.  I also do not intend to discuss individual
parties’ score along separate topics.  As Table 5 above
illustrates, there are a very great number of them; besides, it
would negate the point of using an additive research
instrument like the final questionnaire.  The other element that
I most assuredly wish to eschew is any temptation to turn this
into a critique of the politics of any of the parties in any way.
This project was an analytic examination not a discussion of
the rights and wrongs of the various political platforms.

Further Statistical & Graphical Analysis

Plotting the Data on Histograms

Taking the 24 ‘best’ individual analyses, i.e. omitting those
noted above as suffering particularly badly from non-
response, and plotting them on histograms produces the
following two diagrams.  The x-axis represents the 0 to 1
broken up into 10 equal intervals of 0.1 each with the middle
value in each interval being indicated.  The y-axis is a
frequency count.  The smooth overlaying curve describes a
theoretical normal distribution (Clegg, 1982: 31) for the
specific data.

Figure 6:  Histogram of Personal Dimension (Best 24 Only)

Figure 7:  Histogram of Economic Dimension (Best 24 Only)

The difference between the two histograms is rather
interesting.  The economic plot describes something
approaching a normal distribution, i.e. within its range there
are fewer scores at the extremes although the whole curve is
‘biased’ towards lower scores.  On the other hand the personal
dimension follows no such neat pattern (even using the best
24 sets of scores: using all 28 made it even more non-normal)
and is fairly evenly distributed throughout the range except for
those scoring around 0.75.

Regarding the relatively flat distribution along the personal
dimension, it may simply be an artefact of the poorer quality
of results along that dimension.  On the other hand it may be
an indication that the personal dimension really does not
follow any particular pattern and that varying levels along the
scale of the dimension are actually relatively evenly
distributed.

Inferential Statistical Analysis

I also performed one simple inferential statistical analysis,
again using the better 24 results.  I was interested in seeing
whether or not there was any statistically significant
correlation between the two dimensions.

I did this by subjecting the two sets of scores (i.e. for both
dimensions) to a non-parametric Spearman’s correlation test
using SPSS (Norusis, nd: 381) with the two-tailed hypothesis
that there would be a statistically significant correlation
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between the two dimensions and the null hypothesis that there
would not.  The SPSS print-out produced the following:

Table 6:  SPSS Print-Out of Spearman Correlation Coefficient
Test on the Personal & Economic Dimensions

PERSONAL       -.2087
             N(   24)
             Sig .328

             ECONOMIC

(Coefficient / (Cases) / 2-tailed Significance)

" . " is printed if a coefficient cannot be computed

It can be seen that there is a small negative correlation, i.e.
that lower scores along one dimension are matched with
higher scores along the other and vice-versa, albeit to a small
degree only.  The other important figure is that p = 0.328 and
hence I was unable to reject the null hypothesis.  In other
words the two dimensions are not significantly correlated and
therefore appear to be independent of each other.

A Description of the Results

Returning at last to Figure 5, what can I say from these results
about the prevalence of varying views on economic and
personal individual choice in British politics at the end of the
20th century?

Turning the results into tabular form based around the five
internal sectors, and additionally using my own judgement to
correct for the worst cases of non-response, produces the
following:

Table 7:  Political Compass Sector Destinations of the Parties

Sector Parties Actual
Locations of
Some of
Those Worst
Affected by
Non-
Response

Speculative
Destinations
of Some of
those Worst
Affected by
Non-
Response

Libertarian LP/USA
Authoritarian BNP, IP/B,

ND
(DUP?)

Centrist CUP, GP,
Lab, LibDem,
MCD, PC,
SNP, NBP,
UKIP

(DUP?),
UKUP, UUP

Left APNI, ACF,
CP/B, Libs,
PUP, SF,
SEP, SLP,
WP, TW

SDLP, UKUP,
MK, UUP

SDLP, MK

Right None

Certain conclusions seem quite obvious from Figure 5 and
Table 7:
• The sectors are too all-embracing.  There is clearly a

difference between those parties on the farthest edge of
the left sector (the ‘far left’) and those nearer the middle
(the ‘moderate’ or ‘centre left’).

• The right and libertarian sectors are empty, excepting
possibly the New Britain Party and definitely the
Libertarian Party of the USA respectively.  Looking at
the economic dimension alone, only four parties

displayed a mean score above 0.5: the Conservative
Party, the New Britain Party, the UK Independence Party,
and the Libertarian Party (all of which tend to be
regarded as ‘pro-free market’; a description which, the
last case excepting, must be regarded as somewhat
relative).

• On the other hand, the centre and left sectors contain, and
even allowing for speculative adjustments for non-
response would I think continue to contain, the vast
majority of parties studied.

• That the three major parties – the Labour Party, the
Liberal Democrats and the Conservative Party – plus the
two other mainland British parties with MPs – the
Scottish National Party and Plaid Cymru - are all located
in the centre section.

• There is a clearly defined authoritarian group of parties,
all of whom have the feature of normally being described
as, quite inaccurately within my terms of reference, ‘far
right’.

Looking at voting patterns at the 1997 general election (ERS,
1997), this means that 94% of the 31,286,597 votes cast were
cast for parties I have located in the centre sector.  This
increases to 96% if the Referendum Party is included in the
centre sector (based upon second-choice intentions of
wavering RP voters and the declared 1992 votes of 1997 RP
supporters (Mortimore, personal correspondence, 9th

November 1998)), and even more if the remaining larger
centre-left parties are included.

Narrowing down the above, I would suggest that there are two
key findings from this research:
• That there is an identifiable political mainstream in this

country and it is clearly centrist (and possibly centre-left
as well), believing in substantial individual discretion and
choice in both economic and personal matters but also
reserving the right to intervene in both areas to a
considerable degree.

• That it is therefore likely that parties which exist outside
of this largely centrist political mainstream, in any
direction, have little or no current electoral prospects
given the overwhelming enthusiasm of the British
electorate for ‘moderate’ parties.  These ‘outsider’ parties
are located in two clusters: far left and authoritarian.

Comparing These Results With Nolan’s Assessments

It is of some interest to return to two diagrams displayed near
the beginning of this work and to see how Nolan’s
assessments correlate with my own findings.

First, comparing Figures 4 & 5, it can be seen that the
distribution of the major parties is not dissimilar to that
suggested by Nolan although in this case it is ‘shifted’
somewhat in a leftist and authoritarian direction.  Also I think,
given that the major parties are all located in the centrist
sector, the apparent differences between them are accentuated
by commentators and the public using a type of intuitive
model of ideology for which the boundaries are actually
merely the boundaries of the Political Compass’s centrist
sector.  This perhaps acts as a sort of ‘ideological
microscope’, magnifying differences which are actually very
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small when a fuller range of at least theoretically possible
ideological positions is considered.

Secondly, comparing Figures 3 & 5 and Nolan’s concept of a
zone of stability, it can be seen that the major parties would fit
into this zone.  But so too – by definition of course - do the
parties at the libertarian and authoritarian extremes.  It is only
a relatively small number of exclusively far left parties that do
not, and it is these that account for the previously identified
lack of significant correlation between the two dimensions and
also the non-normal distribution displayed in Figure 6.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?  SOME
THOUGHTS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
POLITICAL COMPASS MODEL

Looking to the Future

Throughout this project I have raised questions about the
Political Compass, and here I want to discuss a few issues.
These must, however, wait for another day for further
substantive exploration (Krippendorff, 1980: 169).

Various Miscellaneous Issues

Firstly, there are some of the other issues that I raised near the
beginning of this essay.  To give just one example: it would be
interesting to separate positive beliefs from normative
attitudes (De Vaus, 1996: 82).  Whilst one might expect a
greater degree of congruence between these two when
analysing the views of political organisations, as I discussed
above they are not logically necessarily connected.

Weighting

When explaining my methodology, I discussed at some length
direction of ideological view and intensity of that direction.
One element obvious by its absence in the Political Compass
model is the weight that individuals or organisations ascribe
to either/any dimension, or indeed individual topic.  Consider,
for example, the attitude of the ‘single-issue fanatic’ (Levin,
1984) whose whole life is dedicated to just one narrow cause.
This is perhaps an extreme – although quite real – example; at
a more moderate level many (most?) people have some
hobby-horse which has a greater than usual importance for
them.

Weight is not to be confused with intensity.  It quite possible
to feel very strongly about something just not think it
particularly important in one’s own hierarchy of ideological
goals.  In other words, any better model does seem obliged to
take into account not just dimension, direction and intensity
but also the importance of any individual topic.

Naming the Sectors

I think that it cannot be gainsaid that the various common-
place descriptions such as conservative, socialist, liberal,
libertarian, centrist, authoritarian etc. can be decidedly
unhelpful in terms of a more objective and consistent
description of ideology whatever model is used to describe it.
They either have ‘cognitive baggage’ in which their name
immediately invokes a mental picture which may not actually

be that accurate, or they have positive and/or negative
connotations at a more affective rather than cognitive level.

I have stuck with the left, right, centrist, libertarian,
authoritarian nomenclature for this study and I do not propose
to go much beyond saying that north and south respectively
are perhaps fairly neutral alternatives for the latter two.  But I
do want to emphasise the point that the very names that we
use for something, especially something so complicated and
multi-faceted as ideology, can have a tremendous impact on
how that thing is viewed.  The use of one-word symbols to
describe such complex issues is pregnant with the possibility
of inaccuracy and misunderstanding.

Topics that were Missed Out

I should reiterate that I felt unable to include a number of
quite important topics in my final questionnaire, since for one
reason or another I could not successfully operationalise them,
but which nonetheless did fit into the Political Compass
model.  Examples include: price controls, occupational
licensing, ownership of land & raw materials, and personal
discrimination.  Along with the non-response issue, this
should be taken as an indication that any questionnaire for any
future model should go to considerable lengths to identify a
small number of representative questionnaire items as being
most correlated with the final result along any dimension.

Other Axes

The ‘insufficiency of axes’ problem is something that I have
referred to on a number of occasions and which became more
noticeable during my own analysis.  The ‘flip-side’ to this is
the ‘orphaned topic’ problem which I also came across: i.e.
where certain topics/variables did not obviously belong to
either of the two existing dimensions and may either belong
to, or actually be, other dimensions.

In no particular order:

• Production versus welfare:  There do seem to me to be
good theoretical reasons from splitting the economic
dimension in two: between attitudes towards the
‘productive’ (i.e. industry) and ‘welfare’ parts of it.  In
fact, this is the reason that Jowell et al (1997: 222-224)
deploy three attitude scales: matters economic are
separated between productive and welfare issues.

• Foreign affairs:  The most frequently discussed weakness
of the Political Compass.  It certainly appears true that,
perhaps as an example of the cognitive phenomena
studied by social psychologists of forming 'in-groups’ and
‘out-groups’ (Meek, 1998), there are sometimes different
standards applied to foreigners.  One could argue that
attitudes towards weapons of mass destruction – i.e.
nuclear, biological, and chemical – would fall into this
dimension

• The ‘hero’ or ‘heroine’:  I.e. in any ideology which has at
least some elements of interventionism (e.g. all of those
discussed above except probably the LP/USA), who is
the intended target beneficiary of that intervention: what
social class, race, sex, nationality etc.?  Hayek (1944)
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discusses this in some detail with reference to fascism and
socialism.

• The ends:  A more general form of the previous point,
where similar means are suggested, what is their long-
term social, economic and political end?  I have already
noted the difference between Bobbio’s (1996) and
Nolan’s (1971) economic dimensions: that the former is
more to do with the ends (egalitarianism) and the latter
the means (interventionism) of ideology.

• Asymmetric law:  Included in my coding sheet but
dropped from the final questionnaire, this really refers to
the idea that some specific sociologically identifiable
groups are to be treated differently from a legal
perspective than others whilst engaged in essentially the
same behaviour.  An example of this is the
homosexual/heterosexual age of consent debate
(assuming one accepts the legitimacy of an age of consent
in the first place: Peacott, 1991: 7; Ruwart, 1998: 41-45)
whereby - accepting of course the reality that many who
oppose the equalisation of the ages of consent (i.e.
normally a lowering of the homosexual age) do so
because they actually oppose homosexuality in all cases -
there are/were held to be differences in the eyes of the
law for what are basically the same activities, i.e. non-
coercive, mutual genital-sexual contact.

• Law enforcement:  Arguably a variant of the preceding,
this encompasses attitudes towards the ‘excess’ powers
invested in the ‘security’ forces of the state vis-à-vis the
individual citizen.

• Constitutional:  Again assuming the mere existence of
some form of government or state, irrespective of what
that government does, at what level should authority
reside?  I.e. local, regional, national, supra-national etc.?
And, except in the event that all power is operated from a
single level, what relationships are there to be between
the different levels?  Furthermore, what is the basis for
differentiating between these levels, e.g. how are they
defined?  The issues of Scottish and Welsh
devolution/independence, the position of Northern
Ireland, and the whole EU debate perhaps fit into this
area.

• Spiritual:  It will be noted that the Political Compass is
secular and material in nature, and I referred above to the
problems that the Natural Law Party’s manifesto had
therefore caused me.  This question also arose at the
Movement for Christian Democracy-hosted meeting at
the House of Commons on the 3rd March 1998 at which
John Blundell & Brian Gosschalk gave a public
presentation of their own work.  Both they and myself -
since I had somewhat vociferously championed the model
from the floor! - found ourselves under some criticism for
using or supporting a model which simply omitted the, to
MCD members, extremely important religious/spiritual
dimension.

• ‘Life & death’:  This primarily concerns abortion which I
quite consciously excluded from the contraception &

fertility topic in my analysis, but it might possibly include
such things as euthanasia.  Any exploration of this issue
would seem to be an enquiry into the personal
metaphysical beliefs of respondents.

• Animal welfare:  To what extent are animals entitled to
‘rights’; what is our (i.e. humans) relationship with them?

Further inspection may reveal that any of the above are not
really ‘other dimensions’, and/or that there are many others.
All I am saying is that the current Political Compass model
has a very hard time in accommodating them.

Socio-Political or Statistical Dimensions?

Despite the preceding, I must return to something that I
discussed near the beginning: the essentially socio-political
origin of the two axes of the existing Political Compass.  All
of the above possible additional dimensions have also been
identified in essentially the same manner.

However, whilst being entirely reasonable as a starting point,
at some stage work on establishing the actual ‘statistical
existence’ of these dimensions in political thought would have
to be conducted, probably by factor analysis (Oppenheim,
1992: 166-172; and see Lillie & Maddox, 1981).  This
becomes even more important when one realises that whilst
two or even three dimensions can be represented visually, four
or more necessarily require a model which is a mathematical
abstract.  Properly operationalised, it may also help to
establish the validity of Brittan’s later view (1976: 354-373)
concerning the existence of identifiable, discrete ‘clusters’ of
ideological belief.

I did consider performing rather more inferential statistical
analysis on my own results, but it was quite obvious that the
data was not of high enough quality to permit this.

LEFT & RIGHT:  A FINAL DISPATCH

If it is not so already, let me make this quite clear: I regard
any attempt to continue to use a uni-dimensional model, no
matter what its academic pedigree (e.g. Bobbio, 1996) as an
exercise in futility.  If nothing else, my own analysis has,
albeit hardly originally, clearly demonstrated that it is possible
for two organisations to hold almost identical views in very
important areas of policy yet still be quite obviously distinct
due to their equally great differences in other areas.

Bobbio is correct in that when people use the terms ‘left’ and
‘right’ they probably are, albeit in some inchoate manner,
discussing attitudes towards economic egalitarianism.  But as
I have noted above, even this is wrong since, just on
theoretical grounds alone, it can be clearly demonstrated that
the economic interventionism necessary for an egalitarian
project does not have to be put to the use of egalitarianism.
And once additionally one concedes the truth that similar
economic attitudes can be married to very different views on
personal liberties, then the whole left-right model collapses
into ruins.
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APPENDIX A:  QUESTIONNAIRE SETS OF THREE
MAJOR OPERATIONALISATIONS OF THE
POLITICAL COMPASS

From The World’s Smallest Political Quiz
Advocates for Self Government, 1995

Response options:  Yes/Maybe/No

Are you a self-governor on personal issues?
• Military service should be voluntary.  (No draft.)
• Government should not control radio, TV or the press.
• Repeal regulations on sex between consenting adults.
• Drug laws do more harm than good.  Repeal them.
• Let people immigrate and emigrate freely.

Are you a self-governor on economic issues?
• Businesses & farms should operate without government subsidies.
• People are better off with free trade than with tariffs.
• Minimum wage laws cause unemployment.  Repeal them.
• End taxes.  Pay for services with user fees.
• Europe & Japan should pay for their own defence.

From The Political Compass: Why Libertarianism is Not Right-Wing,
Lester J. C., 1995, p4

Response options:  Not explicitly stated; implicitly Yes / Maybe / No

Personal Choice Questions
• Should people be allowed to follow their religions in peace & privacy?
• Should women be allowed contraception & abortions?
• Should all consenting, private, adult sexual acts be legal?
• Should all state censorship be abolished?
• Should employers be allowed to discriminate on any basis they like?
• Should all drugs be legal?
• Should all voluntary sports, no matter how violent, be legal?
• Should crimes be seen as only against individuals or private

institutions, who are due restitution from the criminals?
• Should the few political figures responsible for a war be targeted rather

than civilians & conscripts?

• Should state immigration controls be replaced by private-property
controls on entry?

Property Choice Questions
• Should the state stop using taxes to subsidise art & entertainment?
• Should the state stop using taxes to subsidies industries?
• Should all state barriers to free trade be abolished?
• Should people acquire their education from the market or charity

instead of by taxation & state intervention?
• Should voluntary insurance & charity replace state welfare?
• Should the state’s coercive monopoly of money be abolished?
• Should all roads & streets be privately owned & regulated?
• Should private ownership be allowed to deal with environmental

problems?
• Should taxation stop because it is extortion?
• Should the state’s coercive monopoly of law & its enforcement be

replaced by competing protection agencies?

From Beyond Left & Right: The New Politics of Britain, Blundell J. &
Gosschalk B., 1997

Response options:  Strongly agree/Tend to agree/Neither agree nor
disagree/Tend to disagree/Strongly disagree /Don’t Know & No answer

(For convenience the questionnaire set has been reproduced in the order that
it appeared in British Public Opinion, Vol. XXI No. 1, 1998, p6.)

Economic Freedom: Liberal Statements
• People look after the property they live in better if they own it, rather

than rent it.
• It is better for Third World countries to do business & trade than to

receive aid from foreign governments.
• Government imposes too much red-tape on industry & commerce.
• All workers should have to pay into a private pension scheme.
• You get a better service from private companies than from the public

sector.
• Private land is less likely to be polluted than land which allows open

access to the public.
• A minimum wage will create unemployment.

Economic Freedom: Anti-Liberal Statements
• Fares on public transport should be subsidised.
• Private medical coverage diverts resources from the NHS and should be

discouraged.
• VAT should apply to private school fees.
• The government should use taxpayers’ money to support businesses in

the regions.
• Britain should join the European Single Currency (EMU) when it is set

up.
• The European Community (EU) should develop into a United States of

Europe.

Personal Freedom: Liberal Statements
• Abortion should be legally available for all who want it.
• The state has no right to ban any sort of sexual act if it is carried out in

private.
• The state should have no role in monitoring the media.
• The smoking of cannabis should be legalised.

Personal Freedom: Anti-Liberal Statements
• The government should introduce a compulsory national identity card.
• Compulsory national military service should be re-introduced.
• The police should have the power to stop people at random and search

them.

• The police should be allowed to tap private telephone calls, subject to
certain controls.

APPENDIX B:  INITIAL CODING GUIDE BEFORE RECONCILIATION INTO FINAL QUESTIONNAIRE (BLANK
WITH COMMENTS)

Dimensions & Topic Themes Comments

Personal Dimension
Conscription/military service Compulsory military or social service
Censorship of media & freedom of speech/publication Includes all forms of electronic media; political or moral (e.g. pornography) censorship;
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restrictions on advertising due to ‘good taste & decency’ (see below)
Consensual adult sexuality Includes pre-martial sex, homosexuality & prostitution; not asymmetric treatment under

the law
Protesting against the government Parliamentary and/or peaceful extra-parliamentary opposition
Drugs All intoxicants form tobacco & alcohol to currently illegal ‘soft’ & ‘hard’ drugs
Border controls Immigration & emigration; includes both refugees and ‘economic migrants’
Religion Freedom of worship except specific practises falling under other themes
Assembly On public (but see below) & private land
Gender roles Prescribed and/or proscribed
Contraception & fertility All forms including population limits; does not include abortion which I regard as a

metaphysical issue dealing with the definition of life itself
Sporting activity I.e. dangerous & potentially lethal sports; also gambling
Crime against sociological abstracts/collectivities or individuals Collectivties include class, race etc., not legal artificial entities such as businesses
Targets of warfare Individual leaders/professional military versus civilians/conscripts
Identity cards Actually or effectively prescribed by the state as a mandatory identification, not as

‘certificates’ such as driving licenses (see below)
Law enforcement powers Agencies treated (or not) as having greater powers than the individual citizen; official

secrecy
Asymmetric Law I.e. severity of crime or punishment or other treatment determined abstractly or by

identity of perpetrator and/or victim; proscription of political organisations
Personal discrimination E.g. ‘men only’ social/sporting/voluntary clubs; (see economic discrimination below)
Funding of political parties State versus private control; restrictions on accepting foreign funding.
Gun ownership All weapons that are not of themselves necessarily & inevitably dangerous at all times
Divorce E.g. tightening or liberalising laws
Advertising Attitudes towards restriction on the advertising of otherwise legal products such as

tobacco & alcohol; does not include ‘good taste & decency’ which is dealt with under
the Personal dimension (see above)

Race Attitudes towards ethnic minorities already here

Economic Dimension
Subsidies to private businesses & farms Includes positive subsidies & negative ones such as relative tax breaks and subsidised

loans via third parties
Trans-national trade Includes free-trade versus tariffs; quotas; exchange controls
Trans-national ownership Foreign ownership of industries includes media and finance
Wage & hours controls Attitudes towards minimum/maximum wages; includes other mandatory ‘in kind’

benefits; mandatory working hours
Prices controls Of consumer or producer goods
Health E.g. the NHS, prescription charges
Housing Provision of the physical structures
Employment E.g. ‘action programs’; ‘non-education’ training
Education At all levels; includes freedom versus direction of curriculum
Welfare I.e. cash-in-hand living expenses; includes non-contributory and compulsory

contributory (i.e. NI-based) benefits; plus others not otherwise accounted for
Law & restitution Includes state-funded Legal Aid & criminal compensation schemes
Foreign aid Military & non-military; includes cancellation of foreign debt; peace-keeping activities

& foreign relations
Economic discrimination E.g. differences in hiring women or racial minorities; includes ethnic & linguistic quotas

& positive discrimination; (if mentioned only generally then assumed to be this rather
than  personal discrimination mentioned above)

Subsidies to culture Grants, subsidies etc. to sport & arts; includes issue of free or charged admission to
museums

Environment As collective issues versus private trespass; state/collective versus private/individual
solutions to environmental concerns

Taxation & spending Its very existence; more generally when used or discussed as a means of social policy
itself rather just revenue gathering; government expenditure in general

Capital & other material wealth I.e. financial egalitarianism versus right to acquire, hold and dispose of unequal capital
& other wealth; includes state/democratic versus private control of capital & wealth

Security State monopoly/dominance versus private provision of police/military etc. forces;
military spending

Public works & services programs As a tool of policy in itself
Ownership of general business & industry Includes attitudes towards nationalisation or privatisation, regulation; includes direction

of investment & ownership of the ‘commanding heights’ of the productive economy but
not utilities (see below); includes monopoly National Lottery

Ownership of utilities As preceding, but covers specifically key utilities such as power, transport & road
structure

Ownership of land & raw materials E.g. Green Belt & ‘right to roam’ issue; also status of the oceans as collective or
potential private property

Ownership of the media As preceding, but covers specifically all forms of media
Production & control of money Whether government or monopoly independent central bank controlled; includes ‘single

currency’ & ‘free banking’ issues; includes lending, banking & finance
Occupational licensing I.e. attitudes towards state-enforced mandatory qualifications to participate in certain

activities versus customer choice of service provider or own risk-bearing (e.g. driving)
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APPENDIX C:  FINAL QUESTIONNAIRE (BLANK WITH COMMENTS)

Dimensions & Topics/Variables Comments

Personal Dimension
There should be no conscription Compulsory military or social service
There should be no state censorship of any media for any reason Includes all forms of electronic media; political or moral (e.g. pornography)

censorship; restrictions on advertising due to ‘good taste & decency’
People should be free to take any intoxicant drugs All intoxicants form tobacco & alcohol to currently illegal ‘soft’ & ‘hard’ drugs
People should be able to immigrate & emigrate freely Immigration & emigration; includes both refugees and ‘economic migrants’; this is

about border controls rather than racial asymmetry which is dealt with elsewhere
People should be allowed to or not to follow the religion or their
choice

Freedom of worship except specific practises falling under other themes

Contraception & fertility are entirely a matter for the individual All forms including population limits; does not include abortion
People should be free to engage in private in any consensual
sexual acts

Includes pre-martial sex, homosexuality & prostitution; not asymmetric treatment
under the law

The state should prescribe or proscribe gender roles Prescribed and/or proscribed
Organisations such as political parties should be free to seek
voluntary funding from any source

State versus private control; restrictions on accepting foreign funding.

Individuals should have the right to purchase & own any form of
weapon

All weapons that are not of themselves necessarily & inevitably dangerous at all times

All racial groups in the country should be treated with equal
status

Attitudes towards ethnic minorities already here; not immigration unless racially
asymmetric

Marriage & divorce should be seen as a purely a private
contractual matter

E.g. tightening or liberalising divorce laws; the relationship of the individuals to the
institution

There should be no form of national identity card Actually or effectively prescribed by the state as a mandatory identification, not as
occupational licensing certificates such as driving licenses

Average Personal Score

Economic Dimension
Commercial enterprises should operate without government
support

Includes positive subsidies & negative ones such as relative tax breaks and subsidised
loans via third parties

There should be no state ownership or direction of general
commercial activity

Includes attitudes towards nationalisation or privatisation, regulation; includes
direction of investment & ownership of the ‘commanding heights’ of the productive
economy but not utilities (see below)

There should be no state ownership or direction of utilities such
as power & transport

As preceding, but covers specifically utilities such as power, transport & road
structure

There should be no state ownership or direction of the media As preceding, but covers specifically all forms of media
There should be no state ownership or direction of the
production of money, finance, banking etc.

Whether government or monopoly independent central bank controlled; includes
‘single currency’ & ‘free banking’ issues; includes lending, banking & finance

There should be no restrictions on foreign ownership & control
of commercial organisations

Foreign ownership of industries includes media and finance: it is the ‘foreignness’ of
the owners not what they own

People & firms should be allowed to import & export goods &
services from/to anywhere in the world

Includes free-trade versus tariffs; quotas; exchange controls

There should be no state-financed foreign aid. Non-military only; includes cancellation of foreign debt
There should be no state-mandated wage levels or other working
conditions

Attitudes towards minimum/maximum wages; includes other mandatory ‘in kind’
benefits & working hours

Employers should be free to discriminate E.g. differences in hiring women or racial minorities; includes ethnic & linguistic
quotas & positive discrimination

The state should not subsidise sport or the arts Grants, subsidies etc. to sport, arts & culture generally
The state should not interfere with the inequitable accumulation
or disposal or honestly-acquired capital & wealth

I.e. financial egalitarianism versus right to acquire, hold and dispose of unequal
capital & other wealth; includes state/democratic versus private control of capital &
wealth

Health care should be purely a matter for private or charitable
provision

E.g. the NHS, prescription charges

Welfare should be purely a matter for private or charitable
provision

I.e. cash-in-hand living expenses; includes non-contributory and compulsory
contributory (i.e. NI-based) benefits; plus others not otherwise accounted for

Education should be purely a matter for private or charitable
provision

At all levels; includes freedom versus direction of curriculum

Housing should be purely a matter for private or charitable
provision

Provision of the physical structures

The state should not attempt to create or positively assist or
direct employment

E.g. ‘action programs’; non-education training; public works obviously created for the
sake of creating jobs

Environmental problems should be seen as solely a matter of
private property rights

As collective issues versus private trespass; state/collective versus private/individual
solutions to environmental concerns

Provision of law & order should be a matter for individuals &
private agencies

State monopoly/dominance versus private provision of internal or domestic policing,
judiciary etc.

Average Economic Score
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APPENDIX D:  HISTORIES, ACTIVITIES,
MANIFESTO DESCRIPTIONS, SELECTED
QUOTATIONS, & SCORING OF ANALYSED PARTIES

The following consists of the expanded table of analysis for each party,
giving not just the final score along each dimension, but the score for each
topic (where present) as well as the quotations from the manifesto that I felt
best illustrated the party’s position on that theme and which I present as
justification for my scoring.  As I have noted in the main body of the text,
this is of course more complicated than it looks, not least in the way that
such quoting is necessarily decontextualised.

To save space I have omitted those topics which I felt a party’s manifesto did
not cover adequately or at all and which were therefore note scored.  See
Appendix C for the full final questionnaire and Appendix E for an at-a-
glance summary of what topics were scored for each party.

Additionally, before each party’s table, I have included additional
information to give the reader a more complete picture of the party, its
activities in the 1997 general election, and the physical appearance of the
manifesto.  This information takes the following form:

• A brief history of the party.  With little exception I have deliberately
refrained from making any comment about the post-May 1997

activities of the various parties or any individuals mentioned.  It is
important to note this since, in some cases at least, there have been
major changes either with regards to the parties or individuals
themselves, or developments within the general political environment.

• Its performance in the 1997 general election, and if it did not take part
in the election the origin of the manifesto.  The ‘deposit’ that I often
mention is the £500 that individual candidates (or their party) were
obliged to hand over to the Returning Officer for the constituency that
they stood in.  This was given back if the candidate secured at least 5%
of the votes cast in that constituency.  Where a candidate received less
than 5% of the vote, the £500 was handed over to the Treasury instead.
(This was the legal position in 1997: British Broadcasting Corporation,
1997).  For some of the smaller and usually unsuccessful parties this
requirement must represent a catastrophic drain on their resources and
explains why they do not put up more candidates.

• A physical description of the manifesto itself.  I have already alluded to
the differences in size between the manifestos and on the face of it this
might seem to present a major problem, but in most cases it did not.
For, as I have also suggested, much of the content of the manifestos
was ‘vague’ and not really relevant or suitable.  This was particularly
true of some of the manifestos put out by the larger parties.

Alliance Party of Northern Ireland (APNI)
• Founded in 1970 with the aim of being non-sectarian and neutral towards the constitutional position of Northern Ireland, it is associated with the Liberal

Democrats (Mercer, 1994: 21; Boothroyd, 1997).
• In 1997 it contested 17 of Northern Ireland’s 18 constituencies winning no seats but losing its deposit in only 6 instances (ERS, 1997).  Its general level of

support, 8%, has been consistent throughout its history (Mercer, 1994: 21).
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 19 pages, colour unknown as I was working from a photocopy, text only.  No particular issue dominates.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

Alliance will support an increase in taxation on cigarettes & alcohol (9) 0.25

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

Community relations … [& the] elimination of prejudice … (17) 1

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

Women … deserve to be recognised & respected in their own right (15) 1

Average Personal Score 0.75

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

… there should be assistance for farm diversification … (11)

[Alliance proposes] assistance for specific … economic & social goods (11)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

The private sector is generally best placed to achieve these goals [i.e. a thriving economy] through
the market place …  However the public sector will have a continuing significant role (10)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

Alliance believes new energy technology should be supported by government funding as well as the
private sector (12)

Water privatisation … we will continue to campaign to ensure that the proposal is not reintroduced
(18)

Alliance supports an integrated transport strategy … [&] improved public transport (13)

0.25

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

Alliance is committed to … assistance with long-term self-help programmes in the developing world
(19)

0.5

Employers should be free to
discriminate

Alliance is in favour of positive action [towards the disabled] (16)

Alliance supports EU directives on social & economic equality for women (15)

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

… a commitment to providing the necessary resources for the highest standards in the health
services (3)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Alliance believes the social security system must be … adequately funded … [but also one] which
encourages individuals to take responsibility for themselves (16)

0.5

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Education must be available to all … more public funds are necessary … (7) 0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We believe that both the public & private sectors have equally important roles … (14) 0.5

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

Alliance believes further initiatives are required (8) 0.5

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

Responsibility for taking up the challenge rests with governments, councils, civil servants & political
parties as well as businessmen, community groups & individuals (13)

0.5

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private

Alliance believes that there must be proper recognition of the suffering of victims by practical means
… (5)

0.25
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agencies
The fight against terrorism must continue unabated with the police supported by the army (4)

Average Economic Score 0.40

Anarchist Communist Federation (ACF)
• Not a political party as such, and certainly not one that has any time for electoral politics.  Nonetheless I included it as being by way of contrast with the

others.  The ACF traces its intellectual roots back via anarchists who fought in the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) to those who initially supported, then
where persecuted by, the Bolsheviks in the 1917 Russian Revolution (Mercer, 1994: 23).

• Whilst it took no part in the 1997 general election, it used the opportunity to update and reissue its basic manifesto.
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 36 pages, black on white apart from the use of orange on the front and back, text only.  I only used part of this document

as the rest was taken up with matters pertaining to revolutionary history and strategy.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

Drugs will not be illegal as there will no law (18) 1

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

Remove national boundaries … (17) 1

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

… sexual relationships … need only be as monogamous or ‘conventional’ as the individual wishes
(17)

1

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

… no-one will be … a housewife or a husband …because we will not be answerable to any more
powerful individual (16)

… the physical & sexual exploitation of women … [is not] natural … (16)

1

Marriage & divorce should be seen as a
purely a private contractual matter

… no-one will be … a housewife or a husband …because we will not be answerable to any more
powerful individual (16)

1

There should be no form of national
identity card
Average Personal Score 1.00

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

… all forms of exchange … will be abolished (15)

… a federal structure will emerge … to co-ordinate such things as …productive distribution (15)

There will be no place for useless work such as the production of consumer goods for profit (16)

0

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

… using the newly seized communications such as … roads & railways (14) 0

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

… money will be abolished (15) 0

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

… no community or individual will be privileged over another (15) 0

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

… those [unpleasant tasks] will be shared out equally & be performed in collectively run workplaces
(16)

0

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

… polluting industries will be … abolished or minimised (16) 0

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… voluntary co-operation will mean that laws & policing can be done away with (15)

… anti-social behaviour must be a matter decided by the community affected by [it] (18)

0

Average Economic Score 0.00

British National Party (BNP)
• Formed in 1982 by John Tyndall after a split in the National Front, it took the bulk of the latter’s membership.  It is now generally regarded as the main far-

right (sic) party in the UK (Mercer, 1994: 52-53).  It won a council seat in 1993 in Tower Hamlets in east London, one of its strongest areas.  Commentators
have associated its supporters with acts of racially motivated violence (Mercer, 1994: 52-53; Boothroyd, 1997).

• It contested 57 seats in 1997, making it eligible for an Election Broadcast on television.  It saved its deposit on 3 occasions (ERS, 1997) and gained a
maximum vote of 3350 (7.5%) in Bethnal Green & Bow, again in east London (Austin, 1997: 70).  (See also the entry for the Liberal Party about this
constituency.)

• The manifesto is A4, approximately 60 pages, black on white except for some colour on the cover, contains a substantial number of photographs.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no compulsory military
or civilian national service

… the restoration of national service … (27) 0

There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

… invoking obscenity laws … (21)

… the media … [should be] subjected to a degree of monitoring by the government … (28)

0.25

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

Future immigration of non-whites must be stopped … (45) 0.25

Contraception & fertility are entirely a
matter for the individual

‘Progressive’ social ideas such as … birth control … (3) 0.25
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… the breeding of a race of people of sound stock … (23)
People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

… bring back legislation forbidding homosexual acts thus driving these revolting practices back into
the closet where they belong (21)

0

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

‘Progressive’ social ideas such as equality & feminism … (3)

… vindicated the warnings of these who took the traditionalist view of the role of the sexes … (19)

0.25

Individuals should have the right to
purchase & own any form of weapon

We believe that the outcry for guns to be banned was misplaced … (33)

We oppose current moves towards anti-firearms legislation … (35)

0.75

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

Place on any desert island a group of Britons, Germans or white Americans … But place on that
same island other types of peoples … (16-17)

Resettlement of Britain’s ethnic minorities overseas would begin on a voluntary basis … (45)

0

Marriage & divorce should be seen as a
purely a private contractual matter

… legislation should be introduced to make divorce more difficult (21) 0.5

Average Personal Score 0.25

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

… market forces …encouraged … but always under the firm guidance of government which would
not hesitate to intervene … (13)

Government must regulate the flow of investment (14)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

The BNP is pledged … [to] review … all privatised public services & utilities, with the option of
returning them to public ownership (15)

Public transport is something which, by its very nature, does not lend itself to the operation of
market forces … (38)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

This does not mean that government should own or control the media … it does mean that
government … should take whatever measures are required to ensure that there is not an abuse of
power … (30)

It is a fallacy to say that the BBC … should be independent … (31)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

Money can be printed in quantities that represent the real wealth … A BNP Government would issue
its own money … (15)

0.25

There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

… a declining portion of our nation’s wealth is owned by the nation … [&] we are becoming ever
more powerless to regulate the conditions that determine our economy (11)

… media should be under the ownership & control solely of British citizens of indigenous ancestry
… (31)

Farmland owned by foreigners should be subjected to compulsory purchase (16)

0

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

… international free movement of capital … [is a] dangerous state of affairs (6)

A white commonwealth trading area … (9)

… import controls must be increased … in all major manufacturing areas … [so that] imports
amount to virtually zero (13)

0

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

Britain has … been a major contributor of aid to the Third World … [which] calls for a drastic
review of priorities … (7)

Britain should maintain its aid to some Third World countries on condition that they collaborate
with us in offering right of settlement to Britain’s ethnic minority population (57)

0.25

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

Government support is clearly needed for the preservation & revitalisation of the traditional folk
cultures of the British … (7)

We must invest massively to ensure that British athletes enjoy … opportunities for coaching &
training … (37)

We reject the idea that any of the ‘arts’ should be subject to the play of market forces … (49)

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

We … are absolutely pledged to full support of the NHS … (36)

We … are wholly opposed to the … policy of making the Health Services a plaything of market
forces … (37)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… substantially increase pensions … (22) 0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We must make … teaching much more nationally orientated … (25) 0.25

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

Full employment plus workfare … (22)

… a vast expansion of public works … (15)

0

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

… a BNP Government would impose strict controls over local authority planning departments …
(41)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private

Prison facilities must, if necessary, be expanded … (35) 0.25
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agencies
Average Economic Score 0.23

Communist Party of Britain (CP/B)
• One of the main groups to form after splits from the Communist Party of Great Britain in the late 1980s.  It is closely associated with the Morning Star

newspaper (Mercer, 1994: 91 & 93).
• It contested 3 seats in England & Wales in 1997, gaining less than 300 votes in each case (Austin, 1994: 150, 195 & 208).
• The manifesto is relatively unusual in design: tabloid size, 4 pages, black & red on white, disproportionately large area covered by black & white

photographs.  The European issue receives a large amount of coverage.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

Communists call for the introduction of a Freedom of Information Act … (3) 0.75

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

Scrap all … immigration & asylum laws (3) 1

Contraception & fertility are entirely a
matter for the individual

A woman’s right to contraception … must be maintained (2) 1

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

Women are still effectively excluded from many professions (2) 1

Average Personal Score 0.94

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

Regional development policies must be strengthened … (1) 0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

… public ownership is essential (1)

Strategically important sectors … must be publicly owned (1)

For the major companies remaining on the private sector there would be compulsory planning
agreements (1)

0

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

There is great popular demand to take back into public ownership the utilities & public industries …
(1)

Public ownership of bus, light rail & orthodox railway systems is essential … (2)

0

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

Greater public involvement … will only be achieved when [media] monopolies are broken up & the
level of ownership controlled (3)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

Public ownership of key banking & finance companies … (1) 0

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

Vital industries may have to be protected through the introduction of selective import controls (1)

The export of capital needs to be controlled … (1)

0.25

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

There must be substantial increases in basic wages … [and a] shorter working week with no loss of
pay … (1)

… establishing a minimum wage … (1)

0

Employers should be free to
discriminate

Genuine equal pay for women needs to be enforced (1)

Anti-discrimination & equal pay laws must be strengthened & positive action programs introduced
(2)

0

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

The Communist Party proposes … a wealth tax (1) 0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

The Communist Party is committed to more money for the NHS … [and] an end to health
privatisation (2)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

There must be substantial increases in … welfare benefits (1)

… social provisions … are the right of all (2)

0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The Communist Party wants [to] increase spending on education (2) 0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The Communist Party … would … take the profit motive out of housing (2) 0

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

A million new jobs could be created by a public sector jobs program (1) 0

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

Environmental protection … demands a publicly owned British coal industry [and] cheaper public
transport (4)

0.25

Average Economic Score 0.15

Conservative & Unionist Party (CUP)
• One of the two major political parties of Britain having been the party of government for longer than any other and, going into the 1997 general election,

continuously so since 1979.  By 1997 the party and government were increasingly unpopular and also internally split, particularly in the eye of the media and
public on the issue of Britain’s relationship with the European Union (EU).  The party is seen as the vehicle for the mainstream centre-right (sic) in this
country (Mercer, 1994: 97; Boothroyd, 1997).
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• The party fielded 648 candidates in 1997, receiving 9,602,857 (30.7%) votes in total and gaining 165 (25%) of the seats and going into opposition albeit as
the largest opposition party (ERS, 1997).  Historically the party has been closely associated with the unionist cause in Northern Ireland (see the entry for the
UUP) but recently it has stood its own candidates in the province (the only one of the major parties to do so: see the entries for the APNI & SDLP) but who
received only 1.2% of the vote between them (Austin, 1997: 286).  On a parliamentary level it was wiped out in Wales and Scotland despite, for example,
gaining twice as many votes as PC in Wales which nonetheless gained 2 MPs.

• The manifesto is of high production quality: A4, approximately 56 pages, substantial use of full colour, profusely illustrated with graphics and photographs
(including 2 of the then party leader and Prime Minister John Major).

• The manifesto is, of course, unique in one special way: alone of all the parties it was obliged to defend the government’s (i.e. its own) record over the
preceding years whereas all others could, if they wanted to, attack it in part or whole.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

… continuing to be vigilant in monitoring whether action is needed to curb breeches of standards …
(11)

0.5

People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

Drugs … this pernicious evil has to be fought by all of us (38) 0.25

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

Firm but fair immigration controls … (43) 0.25

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

Everybody, regardless of … creed, has the right to go about his or her life … (42) 1

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

… our job is not yet done.  Some women still face barriers to doing well (20) 1

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

Every body, regardless of colour … has the right to go about his or her life … (42) 1

There should be no form of national
identity card

We will introduce a voluntary identity card scheme … (35) 0.25

Average Personal Score 0.61

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

With … public subsidies & a cosy dependence on government then Britain will fail (7)

We will ensure that no change to the CAP unfairly disadvantages British farms (42)

We will continue to invest in science & target funds at basic research which would not otherwise be
funded by industry (14)

0.75

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

Thanks to … polices of liberalisation & privatisation we are strong in industries of the future … (12)

We have set out proposals to give companies greater protection against … restrictive practices by
larger competitors (12)

0.75

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

[under] … privatisation & competition … telephone, gas & electricity bills have fallen as never
before (29)

Competition & enterprise are the best way to improve our transport system (32)

0.75

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

We will maintain a strong, free & competitive broadcasting & press environment … (11) 0.75

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

The spread of the free market heralds a new age of global competition.  That means new markets for
British goods & services … (7)

Capital is ever more mobile, flying around the world … Britain must be one of those places (9)

1

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

… the social chapter & a national minimum wage … [will] provide a false sense of security … (10) 0.75

Employers should be free to
discriminate

We have introduced the Disability Discrimination Act … (18) 0.5

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

We have been the guardians of the NHS for most of its life … (27)

… we have increased spending since 1979 by nearly 75% more than inflation (27)

0.5

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We also want to encourage people to save so that security & self-respect comes from being able to
rely on their own resources rather than immediately turning to the state (15)

It is wrong to imagine that compassion must be nationalised … (20)

0.75

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

A good education is the birthright of every child (21) 0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Housing Associations … will continue to receive help … (19)

Owning one’s own home is an aim shared by millions of people (19)

0.75

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

Governments do not create jobs.  Businesses do (9)

[Governments] … can help people to train & find work (10)

0.75

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

We will set tough but affordable targets, with published environmental strategies … (43) 0.5

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

We continue to give strong backing to victim support (37)

We will change the structure of legal aid to ensure that it, like other vital public services, functions
within defined cash limits (38)

0.25
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There are now 16,000 more police officers than when we took office (34)
Average Economic Score 0.64

Democratic Unionist Party (DUP)
• Founded in 1971 by Rev Ian Paisley, it is regarded as the more ‘working class’ and ‘hard-line’ of the two major unionist parties in Northern Ireland with a

strong and deliberate identification with Protestantism (Mercer, 1994: 109).
• It stood in 9 of Northern Ireland’s 18 constituencies, gaining 2 seats and saving its deposit in all cases (ERS, 1997).
• I was unable to obtain the its manifesto for the 1997 general election, having to make do with the that for the local elections held at the same time, a

necessarily rather more limited and ‘parochial’ (in the sense that all such documents must be) document.  It is A5, approximately 6 pages, blue on white, text
only.  Constitutional matters dominate, e.g. those to do with Sinn Féin, the IRA and relations with the Republic of Ireland.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

The DUP believes that the present powers given to councils prohibiting the consumption of alcohol
in public have proved too restrictive [i.e. too lax: NGM]

0.25

Average Personal Score 0.25

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

… all senior citizens … can obtain free fares on public transport (1) 0.25

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

Worker’s rights to having Sunday as a day of rest must be fully protected (4)

Recognising the laws of God … the DUP is opposed to the republican Sunday in Northern Ireland

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

The DUP has fought the Government cutbacks in … health … (2)

The dismantling of the health service must be stopped (2)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… all senior citizens … can obtain free fares on public transport (1) 0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The DUP has fought the Government cutbacks in … education … (2) 0.25

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

The DUP has fought the Government cutbacks in … jobs & training … (2) 0.5

Average Economic Score 0.29

Green Party (GP)
• Formed in the early/mid 1970s and essentially a renamed Ecology Party, the party’s greatest electoral success came in the 1989 European elections where the

received 15% of the vote although even the party acknowledged that this had more to do with voter dissatisfaction with other parties (Mercer, 1994: 150-151;
Boothroyd, 1997).  Since then its support and membership has declined sharply not least as ‘environmental awareness’ now features in all major parties’
manifestos.

• In 1997 it contested 95 seats, getting over 1000 votes in a few cases but losing its deposit everywhere (ERS, 1997; Thorne, 1997).
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 18 pages, black/green/yellow on white, mainly text but with a number of mainly cartoon illustrations.  As one might

expect, environmental matters are disproportionately represented.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

… a Bill of Rights underpinned by a Freedom of Information Act (5) 0.75

Contraception & fertility are entirely a
matter for the individual

We would promote a gradual reduction in the UK population (15) 0.25

Average Personal Score 0.50

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

The CAP & CFP should be phased out & replaced with regional expenditure & social funds for
rural development (12)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

The practical solution is to offer road users alternatives so that only essential journeys are made by
road.  Our public transport system is underfunded … ill-conceived privatisation … (7)

No new urban trunk roads or motorways should be built & the billions saved invested in public
transport (7)

All nuclear power stations & associated facilities should be kept in public ownership (9)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

The current centralised baking system works against small firms & co-operatives … local investment
needs to be encouraged by the development of community banks which provide funds which are
managed at the local level (3)

0.25

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

A key cause of [poverty] is the … global economy (14)

We favour a monetary system which restores control over the movements of capital to national
governments (12)

0.25

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

Third World debt should be written off … (15) 0.25

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

The … leisure facilities of all educational establishments should be open to all members of the
community … (6)

0.5
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The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

… ensure that everyone receives a share of wealth which is created by society as a whole (4)

Limits to material growth (2)

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

Market forces … cannot allocate health care fairly or efficiently (10) 0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The Green Party supports the Basic Income Scheme (3) 0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The educational …facilities of all educational establishments should be open to all members of
society … selection for admission on the grounds of … ability to pay should be discouraged (6)

0.25

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

… community banks … would provide funds at preferential rates, for economically &
environmentally sound community enterprises (3)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

Social Services should have the responsibility to establish & run a range of small secure homes …
(6)

0.25

Average Economic Score 0.29

Islamic Party of Britain (IPB)
• Founded in 1989/90, apparently partly due to the controversy over Salman Rushdie’s book The Satanic Verses.  It appears to be disproportionately led by

British converts (Mercer, 1994: 178; Boothroyd, 1997).
• It contested 4 seats in 1997, loosing its deposit in all of them (Thorne, 1997).
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 21 pages, black on white, text only.  No particular policy area although there is frequent reference to the more secular

teachings of Islam as opposed to its ‘supernatural’ theology.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

A just & fair society cannot exist without a freedom of expression (12)

The freedom of expression has its limits … (12)

It would be the Islamic Party’s policy to neutralise the media and prevent distortion of fact (20)

The Party has a vital role to play … to establish the law of Allah on this earth, and all
considerations … must be secondary to this (16)

0.25

People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

Prohibition of alcohol drinking & smoking would be encouraged, although a total ban will not be
asked for now (17)

0

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

Islam offers a system that ensures justice … for all those who live within it, be they believer or non-
believer, Muslim, Christian, Jew, Buddhist, Hindu or atheist (15)

1

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

Islam prohibits extra-marital activity & considers it one of the sins & sources of shame (17) 0

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

A man & his family … (19) 0.25

Individuals should have the right to
purchase & own any form of weapon

Sports such … shooting … should be made available to youths of all the community (15) 0.5

Marriage & divorce should be seen as a
purely a private contractual matter

“If a person … has no wife, we shall provide one” … (7) 0.25

Average Personal Score 0.32

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

Its is grossly immoral to sell back to people what already belongs to them, as in the privatisation of
service industries (7)

The population should be encouraged to use public transport & this can only be achieved by
increasing its availability … (20)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

Freedom of expression entails availability of different media for expression of views.  In our country
there is no law which ensures this availability (12)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

Interest or usury … is not only socially destructive but it is without question economically unstable,
inequitable … (3)

Therefore, the institution of interest must be stopped … (5)

0

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

Sports such as horse riding, swimming, archery & shooting, martial arts, flying, sailing should be
made available to youths of all the community & not restricted to the few that can afford it (15)

0.25

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

Disillusion & disgust is inevitable in a world where material possessions are valued more than
human beings (15)

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

The Islamic Party would advise the increase of resources to the NHS … (17)

There is scope for the private sector to develop within Islam (18)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Government & administration shoulder a heavy responsibility in keeping the fabric of society
together (7)

It is the duty of any Islamic government to provide its citizens with food & clothing (15)

0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The Islamic Party’s approach to education … sets out from the premise that … education … [is] is a
universal human right (9)

0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for It is the duty of any Islamic government to provide its citizens with shelter … (15)
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private or charitable provision
Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

The Islamic Party believes that people should shun jobs with large companies that are causing
environmental pollution (8)

There are several departments of government which are instrumental in controlling pollution … (8)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… procedures to remove judges who are deemed unsuitable … must be put in place (6) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.25

Labour Party (Lab)
• Originally founded in 1900 to represent the trades unions, as one of the UK’s major parties it has alternated with the Conservative Party as the party of

government since 1923.  It is generally considered to be the major centre-left (sic) party in this country and the principle representative of ‘democratic
socialism’ (Mercer, 1994: 194; Boothroyd, 1997).  Nonetheless, by 1997 it had apparently undergone substantial doctrinal changes, largely due to having lost
the previous four general elections.

• By 1997, no serious observer doubted that it would win the general election.  In the end it put up 639 candidates winning over 13½ million votes (43.2%) but
gaining a landslide 418 seats (63%).  These figures include those for a small number of candidates from the Labour/Co-Op Party which, although nominally
independent of the Labour Party proper, has been affiliated to it since 1918 and does not issue a separate manifesto (Boothroyd, 1997).  In Northern Ireland,
the Labour Party has a close relationship with the SDLP.

• The manifesto is of high production quality: A4, approximately 41 pages, full colour, substantial use of photographs (including 3 of party leader Tony Blair
and 1 of his deputy John Prescott).

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

Labour will appoint an anti-drugs supremo to co-ordinate our battle against drugs … (23) 0.25

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

Every country must have firm control over immigration … All applications, however, should be dealt
with speedily & fairly (35)

0.25

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

As many women who want to work should be able to do so.  More equal relationships between men
& women have transformed our lives (24)

1

Organisations such as political parties
should be free to seek voluntary funding
from any source

Foreign funding [of political parties] will be banned (33) 0.25

Individuals should have the right to
purchase & own any form of weapon

… only the strictest gun controls can provide maximum security … Labour led the calls for an
outright ban (23)

0.25

Average Personal Score 0.40

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

The old left would have sought state control of industry.  The Conservative right is content to leave
all to the market.  We reject both approaches (3)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

In the utility industries we will promote competition wherever possible (15)

The process of rail privatisation is now largely complete … [but] we will establish more effective
control & accountable regulation (29)

Public … transport services in rural areas must not be allowed to deteriorate (30)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

We will ensure that the BBC continues to be a flagship for … public services broadcasting, but we
believe that the combination of public & private sectors in competition is a key spur to innovation &
high standards (31)

0.75

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

… to exclude British membership of EMU forever would be to destroy any influence we have … (38) 0.5

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

… rapid completion of the [EU] single market (33) 0.75

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

Labour believes that we have a clear moral responsibility to help combat global poverty … [&] we
will strengthen the British aid program (39)

0.5

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

New Labour believes in a flexible labour market … [but also in] minimum standards of fair
treatment, including a minimum wage (15)

… the right of employees not to be forced to work more than 48 hours a week … (25)

0.5

Employers should be free to
discriminate

We support comprehensive, enforceable civil rights for disabled people against discrimination … at
work (35)

0.25

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

A Labour government will take the lead in extending opportunities for participating in sports (30) 0.5

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

A … windfall levy on excess profits of the privatised utilities … (19) 0.5

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

Labour will develop new forms of public/private partnership … (21)

We will raise spending in real terms every year … (21)

… access [to the NHS] will be based upon need & need alone, not on your ability pay … or where
you live (20)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for We are committed to universal child benefit (25) 0.25
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private or charitable provision
[regarding pensions] … instead of privatisation, we propose a partnership between public & private
provision … the basic state pension will be retained (27)

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Labour will never force the abolition of good schools whether they are in the private or state sector
(7)

The Conservatives have cut government spending on education as a share of national income … we
are committed to reversing this trend … (9)

0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Most families want to own their homes.  We will also support efficiently run social & private rented
sectors (25)

We will place a new duty on local authorities to protect those who are homeless (26)

0.75

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

We will give 250,000 under-25s opportunities for work … & training (19) 0.5

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

… in … industry with a poor environmental record … we will pursue tough, efficient regulation (15)

The protection of the environment … [is the] … responsibility of … all [government] departments
(28)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

A community legal service will develop … plans for the development of Legal Aid (35)

The Conservatives have broken their … pledge to provide an extra 1,000 police officers (22)

0.25

Average Economic Score 0.46

Liberal Democrats (LibDems)
• Formed in 1988 from the merger of the historic Liberal Party and the Social Democrat Party (SDP) the latter being originally formed from defectors from the

right (sic) of the Labour Party (Mercer, 1994: 305).  (See the separate entry for the Liberal Party.)  After the Labour and Conservative Parties, the only other
major ‘non-Celtic fringe’ party, albeit rather smaller than the other two.

• It contested 639 seats, receiving just under 5¼ million votes (16.8%) but gaining only 46 seats (7%) (ERS, 1997).  It apparently has a cordial relationship
with the APNI.

• The manifesto is well produced: non-standard size being both shorter and wider than A4, approximately 65 pages, black on white except for the use of the
party colour yellow as a background, large number of black & white photographs (including 2 of the party leader Paddy Ashdown).

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

We will … [press for] a Freedom of Information Act (43) 0.75

People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

We will wage war on drug abuse … (30) 0.25

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

We will ensure that immigration policy is non-discriminatory in its application (52)

Our aim [includes] … promoting the freedom of movement of people … throughout the EU (57)

0.5

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

Lesbians & Gay men … diversity is a source of strength (53) 0.75

Organisations such as political parties
should be free to seek voluntary funding
from any source

We will make each party publish its accounts & list all large donors (43) 0.5

There should be no form of national
identity card

We oppose the introduction of identity cards (43) 1

Average Personal Score 0.63

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

We will ensure that government purchasing gives special emphasis & easier access to small &
medium-sized firms (18)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

We believe in the market economy .. but we recognise that market mechanisms on their own are not
enough … (7)

We will tighten laws on monopolies … (19)

We will promote efficient public/private investment partnerships … (17)

0.75

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

[A] new office will contain a regulatory board each [privatised] industry (19)

We will invest in public transport (23)

… in the case of persistent failure, [we will] use … funds to reacquire a controlling interest in
Railtrack (23)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

We will tackle the concentration of media power (32)

We will maintain the role of the BBC (32)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

We will turn the Bank of England into a UK Reserve Bank, free from political interference … (17)

Our aim … [is to] participate in a … single currency (57)

0.5

There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

Reduce trans-national corporations’ ability to abuse market power through the development of a
framework for global competition policy

0.5

People & firms should be allowed to Our aim [includes] … promoting the freedom of movement of … goods, services & money 0.75
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import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

throughout the EU (57)

We will seek to … enhance free trade by further reducing tariff & non-tariff barriers (60)
There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

We will … increase Britain’s contribution to overseas aid (59) 0.5

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

We will introduce a statutory right to parental leave (51) 0.5

Employers should be free to
discriminate

We will give statutory force to the Commission for Racial Equality’s code of practice in employment
(52)

We will legislate against discrimination on the grounds of age (50) … [&] disability (52)

0.25

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

We will encourage schools to … build links with local leisure organisations to open up sports
facilities … (12)

We will … increase access to the arts … (32)

0.5

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

To redress the balance between … rich & poor (7) 0.5

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

We will match NHS facilities to needs (37)

The NHS is underfunded (37)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We will … build a new framework for welfare & opportunity … to provide a more effective safety net
(49)

We will guarantee everyone an acceptable minimum standard of living in retirement (49)

0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… our £2 billion annual program of extra spending (11)

Key priorities are to increase funding, … reduce … class sizes, ….tackle the backlog of repair &
maintenance … (11)

We will encourage independent schools to work with state schools (13)

0.5

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We will build more houses.  We will encourage partnerships between the public sector, the private
sector … and housing associations … (29)

0.5

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

We will … expand training opportunities for young people … [&] boost chances for all adults to
improve their skills … (13)

0.5

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

We will make protection of the natural environment a major feature of the planning system … (25)

Environmental protection must be built into every economic decision & every area of government
policy (23)

We will set targets for sustainability & biodiversity (23)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

We will put 3,000 more police officers on the beat (29) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.45

Liberal Party (Libs)
• Formed in 1988 from members of the Liberal Party who refused to merge with the SDP (see above) (Mercer, 1994: 202-203).  It has a number of elected local

councillors (Liberal Party, 1998).
• It contested 54 seats in England & Wales, gaining over 1000 votes on a number of occasions, saving 2 deposits, and gaining a highest vote of 2963 (6.6%) in

Bethnal Green & Bow (see entry for the BNP) (ERS, 1997; Austin, 1997: 70).
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 20 pages, colour is indeterminate as I was working from a photocopy, mainly text.  No particular policy area

predominates.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

Liberals believe that prohibition is ineffective … We propose … the state taking control of the supply
of drugs … It is vital to put traffickers out of business … (11)

0.5

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

… tolerance towards … gays (2) 0.75

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

Liberals propose … stronger laws against discrimination on the basis of race … (5) 1

There should be no form of national
identity card

No to identity cards (5) 1

Average Personal Score 0.81

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

Liberals believe that state planning is usually ineffective (2)

Liberals believe that certain industries cannot easily be made to serve the wider interests of society
if they are run for profit … (9)

0.75

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

Britain needs a co-ordinated transport network (7)

Liberals oppose further privatisations (9)

0.25
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There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

We reject the concept of a single currency … [as it] entails … the creation of a European Central
Bank not subject to democratic control … (14)

0.5

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

… measures to increase employee power … (3)

Liberals propose … [a] minimum wage (9)

0.5

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

… equality is not the objective (2) 0.75

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

We believe that the NHS should be the primary provider of medical care, with private medicine
available as a supplement … (11)

Liberals propose health to be kept under democratic control … (11)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Restoration of benefits to 16 & 17 year olds (3)

Liberals propose a ‘citizens income’ … (9)

0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We do not believe that the workings of the market are appropriate to education … (10) 0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… more low-cost housing (3) 0.5

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

Community employment schemes …through building & maintenance projects (8) 0.5

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

… an EU ‘pollution police force’ (6)

… statutory minimum guarantee periods so that goods are built to last (6)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… local police stations being accountable to the communities they serve … (13) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.42

Libertarian Party of the USA (LP/USA)
• Included by way of comparison with UK parties, and also to illustrate my belief that any discussion of the ideological boundaries of electoral politics in this

country is constrained by the absence – sensible or not from a tactical point of view – of an organised libertarian political party (see Clarke, 1998; Meek,
1998b).

• The LP/USA was formed in 1971 with David Nolan, the original deviser of the Political Compass, being a founder member.  It has never broken the
Republican/Democrat grip on USA party politics although it is unquestionably a ‘national party’ and has a number of elected representatives at a local level
throughout the country.

• In the 1996 Presidential Elections its candidate Harry Browne (and his running-mate Jo Jorgensen) secured just under ½ million votes (0.5%) (Federal
Election Commission, 1998).

• The manifesto is slightly smaller than A4, approximately 24 pages, back on white except for the use of red highlighting, text only.
• It should be noted that this manifesto is the LP/USA’s National Platform Document and not the Browne/Jorgensen personal Campaign Platform.  I possess

both and, noting that there was little ideological difference between them, felt that the former was a more general and comprehensive document for my
purposes.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no compulsory military
or civilian national service

… we oppose all attempts at compulsory registration of any person … (8) 1

There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

We defend the rights of individuals to unrestricted freedom of speech, freedom of the press … (6)

We oppose any abridgement of the freedom of speech … including … pornography (6)

1

People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

We advocate … the repeal of all laws prohibiting the production, sale, possession, or use of drugs …
[&] alcohol (4)

1

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

We welcome all refugees to our country … we therefore call for the elimination of all restrictions on
immigration … (9)

1

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

We defend the rights of individuals to engage in (or abstain from) any religious activities that do not
violate the rights of others (6)

1

Contraception & fertility are entirely a
matter for the individual

We oppose legislation restricting or subsidising … reproductive health … services … (9)

… we oppose all coercive measures for population control (16)

1

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

We advocate .. the repeal of all laws regarding consensual sexual relations, including prostitution …
[&] the cessation of state oppression … of homosexual men & women … (4)

1

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

… individual rights should not be denied or abridged on the basis of sex (9) 1

Individuals should have the right to
purchase & own any form of weapon

We affirm the right to keep & bear arms … (8) 1

Average Personal Score 1.00

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

… we oppose all government subsidies to business, labour, agriculture … (13) 1

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

We oppose efforts, in the name of social responsibility or any other reason … for government control
of business (13)

1
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There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

We advocate the termination of government-created franchise privileges & government monopolies
for such services as fire protection, electricity, natural gas, … water (13)

1

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

We recognise the freedom to own a printing press, a broadcasting station, or a transmitter cable …
(6)

We oppose government ownership … [of] any communications organisation (6)

1

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

We … call for the repeal of all legal tender laws … (11)

… the repeal of all state usury laws … (12)

0.75

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

We … support the abolition of all trade barriers … (13)

… the lifting of the prohibition of domestic deposits denominated in foreign currencies (12)

1

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

We support the elimination of aid to foreign governments & other organisations (22) 1

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

Protective labour laws … should be repealed entirely … (9)

We urge repeal of … [various laws] which prohibit employers from making voluptuary contracts
with unions (140

1

Employers should be free to
discriminate

… we oppose any government attempts to regulate private discrimination … (9) 1

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

We oppose all government subsidies to … the arts, sports … (13) 1

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

We … hold that the owners of property have the full right to control, use, dispose of, or in any
manner enjoy, their property without interference (7)

1

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

We advocate the complete separation of medicine & state … (17) 1

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We favour replacing the current … government social security system with a private voluntary
system (19)

1

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Government ownership, operation, regulation, & subsidy of schools & colleges should be ended (16) 1

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

Pollution … is a violation of individual rights … we support the development of an objective legal
system defining property rights to air & water (15)

1

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

We applaud the trend towards private protection agencies & voluntary crime control groups (4)

We call for the abolition of the secret police such as the CIA … (8)

0.75

Average Economic Score 0.97

Mebyon Kernow (Sons of Cornwall) (MK)
• Revived in the 1950s from a group dedicated to protecting and promoting Cornwall’s Celtic culture, MK campaigns for (at least) autonomy from the UK.

According to some sources it has experienced internal disputes between ‘traditionalist’ and ‘socialist/Trotskyite’ elements (Mercer, 1994: 213; Boothroyd,
1997).

• MK contested all 4 constituencies in Cornwall, gaining less than 650 votes in each and losing all its deposits (Thorne, 1997).
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 30 pages, black on white, mainly text but with a number of photographs of leading members.  No particular policy area

predominates aside from substantial mention of Cornish autonomy and culture, the latter being reflected in two short passages on specifically cultural matters
being reproduced in Cornish.  The manifesto contains a message of support from a Plaid Cymru MP.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

… regardless of … religion … (3) 1

Contraception & fertility are entirely a
matter for the individual

Planning for a population level which reduces pressure on the job market (8) 0.5

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

… regardless of sexuality … (3) 0.75

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

Women are still greatly disadvantaged in Britain today (25) 1

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

Cornish identity & nationhood is not a racial issue (3) 1

Average Personal Score 0.85

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

… our chance to obtain … [and be] eligible for the highest level of European structural funds grant
aid (5)

… a scheme of low interest loans for small businesses … (14)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

… the Cornish economy … with many thriving … enterprises (14) 0.75

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

We are opposed to the privatisations of our community assets … [such as] energy, water, rail … (4)

MK will … seek … to reverse past privatisations (8)

0

There should be no state ownership or MK is committed to a wide-ranging & open media network in Cornwall that advances public 0.5
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direction of the media awareness of Cornwall’s needs – politically, socially & educationally (23)
There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

Energy generation should be under local control rather than making money for transnational
companies (15)

Higher levels of taxes on second or holiday homes (18)

0.25

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

It is nonsense that goods should be imported into Cornwall when they can be produced locally (7) 0.25

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

MK proposals … include … increased overseas aid (9)

Priorities include the immediate cancelling of the majority of Third World debts (10)

0.25

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

… a minimum wages policy … (8) 0.5

Employers should be free to
discriminate

Giving ‘knowledge of Cornwall & its people’ a higher priority in employment selection (8)

… disabled people … must be supported by anti-discrimination legislation (16)

0.25

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

… the lack of commitment of London governments to Cornwall’s heritage & culture (22)

MK is committed to giving financial assistance to the [Cornish] language (23)

Support for the arts should be a statutory duty for local authorities (24)

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

MK is committed to a universal health service … free at the point of use (17)

Market forces have no place in our health service … (17)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We believe that government has a responsibility to intervene to tackle poverty (4)

The protection if living standards through career interruptions such as … pregnancy (16)

0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Education … is not a commodity for the open market (19) 0

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

MK believe that high quality, affordable housing is the right of all human beings (18)

MK is committed to effective public intervention to tackle evils such as poor housing. (8)

0.25

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

MK is committed to effective public intervention to tackle evils such as unemployment … (8)

Investment in a large program of energy conservation … which is labour intensive, creating jobs in
every locality (8)

0.25

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

To achieve real sustainability … means decisive action by governments as well as individuals (9)

There must be comprehensive protection for sensitive & ecologically diverse sites (10)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

The removal of a Cornish Police force … was a retrograde step (21) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.29

Movement for Christian Democracy (MCD)
• Not a political party as such, but a pressure group formed in the early 1990s to place Christianity – of a mainstream ‘Catholic’ persuasion as far as I can tell –

at the forefront of political debate (Mercer, 1994: 223-224).
• Uniquely in this study, I have used two documentary sources: the published copy of its Westminster Declaration and the Introduction to the MCD from its

website <http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~mcdwest/introduc.htm>.
• It was the MCD which hosted a talk at the House of Commons on the 3rd March 1998 at which John Blundell & Brian Gosschalk gave a public presentation

of their own work (i.e. Blundell & Gosschalk, 1997).

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

… protecting the family against … media pressures (web/3) 0.5

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

Christian Democratic thinking … requires the state to acknowledge the rights of religious minorities
(WD/2)

1

Contraception & fertility are entirely a
matter for the individual

We will uphold respect for God-given life in conception … (web/2) 0.5

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

Our society is marred by … exploitation of women … (WD/1)

… the breaking down of oppressive & divisive barriers related to differences in … gender (WD/2)

1

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

… the breaking down of oppressive & divisive barriers related to differences in … race (WD/2)

Our society is marred by … racism … (WD/1)

1

Marriage & divorce should be seen as a
purely a private contractual matter

We want to strengthen … marriage & family relationships through legal, economic & social change
(web/3)

0.5

Average Personal Score 0.75

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

We wholeheartedly affirm the value of industry & commerce … (WD/1)

… democratic responsibility implies that the economy should not be controlled by either the state, or
by business & finance … (WD/2)

0.5
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Markets should therefore be structured in such as way that economic transactions are fair … (WD/3)
There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

We are working for reform of our transport system … (web/3) 0.5

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

… to push for increases in the financial & other support provided by this nation to low-income
nations … (WD/4)

… a policy … to cancel Third World debt … (web/1)

0.25

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

… protecting the family against exploitation by employers … (web/3) 0.5

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

Inequitable & unfair patterns of distribution need redressing (WD/2) 0.5

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

We acknowledge & give thanks to God for … the continuing availability of health services (WD/1) 0.5

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… it is the duty of government not to undertake tasks that lesser organisations or individuals could
properly fulfil (WD/2)

… a special concern for the needs of the poor … (WD/2)

0.5

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We acknowledge & give thanks to God for … the continuing availability of … educational …
services (WD/1)

0.5

Average Economic Score 0.47

National Democrats (ND)
• Generally regarded as the re-named National Front (although there is still a group using the NF name and fighting elections (London Borough of Bromley,

1998)) but which I was unable to contact despite repeated attempts) after splits had caused much of the NF’s membership to join the BNP (Boothroyd, 1997).
• It contested 21 seats in 1997 in England & Northern Ireland, receiving votes measured in the hundreds except in the Speaker’s seat (which, as is traditional,

was not contested by the major parties) of West Bromwich where it received 4181 votes (11.4%) and saved its deposit (Austin, 1997: 266; ERS, 1997;
Thorne, 1997).

• The manifesto is A5, approximately 51 pages, black on white, text only.  No particular area predominates.
• Readers may care to examine the ND’s own political/ideological quiz located on their website (National Democrats, 1998).

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no compulsory military
or civilian national service

… a two year scheme of national service in a National Reconstruction Movement … (35) 0

There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

Freedom of speech & publication … (13)

We also believe that … the mass media … have led to denigration of the family & we would like to
see this reversed (2)

We would ban all bad language & obscenity on television (39)

[We] would seek to prosecute anyone in the UK who makes use of … pornography (40)

0.25

People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

We would restore capital punishment.  This would also be available for those manufacture, import
or distribute drugs … (20)

0.25

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

… a halt to virtually all immigration … (11)

The National Democrats would draw up a list of countries from which we would accept refugees.
Most of the time this list would be blank (11)

0

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

Freedom of conscience, practice & belief in matters of religion (13) 1

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

We do not regard homosexual or lesbian relationships as valid alternatives to a normal heterosexual
marriage.  The National Democrats approve of the current law restricting the promotion of
homosexuality … We believe that within reason what people do in the privacy of their own homes is
their own affair … (23)

… [we] would seek to raise [the homosexual age of consent] back to 21 (23)

0.5

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

The National Democrats believe absolutely in the equal rights of boys & girls to study for … a
profession.  However there would appear to be a steadily increasing pressure on girls to follow a
career rather than have & rear children (22)

0.5

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

… a nation should be based upon … shared interests, heritage & blood relation … (10)

We are essentially a mixture of peoples drawn from Northern & Western parts of Europe all of
whom are part of the Caucasian race (10)

0.5

Marriage & divorce should be seen as a
purely a private contractual matter

The National Democrats regard the family as the ideal social unit … (21) 0.25

Average Personal Score 0.36

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

… all enterprises which are in purely private hands (i.e. not state-owned or workers’ co-operatives)
should remain small or medium-sized (29)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &

… a transport shambles exists with virtually no co-ordination between private & public transport
(45)

0.5
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transport
There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

We would enforce a one-company-one-title rule (38) 0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

… bring the creation of credit back under direct government control (31) 0.25

There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

… there should be no foreign ownership of British industry (28-29)

The ownership of all British newspapers, television & radio stations must be entirely British (38)

0

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

The National Democrats would … restrict foreign imports … (27)

Ensure that the wealth created by British people is … not sent abroad (27)

The National Democrats would … re-introduce exchange controls (27)

0

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

The National Democrats believe it is the duty of a government to foster & encourage the arts (5) 0.25

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

We regard it as obscene that individuals can earn literally more in one day than some old-age
pensioners have to survive on for a year (30)

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

… the NHS should be absolutely free to every citizen (42)

We are not opposed to private medicine … but we believe that … [it] should be kept entirely
separate from the NHS which should not have to suffer for the benefit of private schemes (42)

0.5

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The National Democrats would take a number of steps to provide financial help to families (21) 0.5

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We would … change the financial administration of non-state schools so that they are financed by a
direct grant (34)

0.25

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

We believe that in order to solve many of our environmental problems we need to adopt a national
strategy (44)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… free access to justice (13) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.27

• New Britain Party (NBP)
• Described variously as right-wing (sic) (Thorne, 1997), far-right (sic) (Boothroyd, 1997) and extreme-right (sic) (Mercer, 1994: 246), it has been led since its

creation in the mid/late 1970s by Dennis Delderfield.
• The NBP did not contest the 1997 general election and its supporters were urged to assist the Referendum Party instead (Delderfield, personal

correspondence, 13th October 1997).
• I have used NBP’s Foundation Policies document which is dated January 1995, making it by some way the oldest document analysed although I feel still

published within the same historical political environment.  It is A4, approximately 12 pages, black on white, text only.  Approximately one-half of it is taken
up with the European issue and related matters.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

Heavy sentences should be imposed for those … caught in possession of proscribed drugs (8) 0.25

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

Further immigration from the Third World … should be immediately stopped (7) 0.25

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

Teaching which promotes homosexuality … is acceptable … should be abolished (8) 0.25

Marriage & divorce should be seen as a
purely a private contractual matter

… the wholesale acceptance of unmarried couples (9)

Liberal divorce laws … (9)

0.25

Average Personal Score 0.25

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

… authorities capable of co-ordinating transport (4) 0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

The pound must be allowed to float (10) 0.5

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

The British people also want a free market … New Britain’s wishes to see the establishment of a
genuine single free market in Europe (6)

0.75

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

… support the Gaelic languages (4) 0.5

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

… massive reduction in government expenditure (10) 0.75

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

New Britain believes in the principle of a universal health care scheme which is free at the point of
use (9)

0.5
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Vouchers for treatment should be issued to the patient … redeemable against the products &
services of any qualified health practitioner including those in the private & complementary …
sectors (9)

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

It should not be the purpose of government to provide a permanent income (8)

[Welfare for those with] genuine needs (9)

0.5

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… school uniform should be mandatory … (7)

Sciences & modern languages should be introduced … as is already the case in many private
preparatory schools (7)

0.5

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

It should not be the purpose of government … to house [people] … permanently (8) 0.75

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

Sponsorship [of training] by firms both large & small should be encouraged.  Pupils seeking
vocational qualifications could be trained specifically to the sponsor’s requirements (11)

0.75

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

… protecting the natural environment will be a priority for future governments (10) 0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… on-the-beat police should be extended … (8) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.54

Plaid Cymru (Party of Wales) (PC)
• Founded in 1925 to campaign for (at the very least) substantial autonomy for Wales, it is generally regarded as being left-wing (sic) and has apparently

experienced some internal conflict between ‘nationalist’ and ‘socialist’ elements since inception (Mercer, 1994: 269; Boothroyd, 1997).
• It stood in all 40 Welsh constituencies in 1997 gaining 2 MPs and saving the majority of its deposits (Austin, 1997: 280; ERS, 1997).
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 36 pages (but see below), black on white, mainly text but with a number of photographs some of which are in colour.  No

policy issue predominates but there is considerable discussion of the constitutional position of Wales.  One unusual feature is that the document is actually
twice as long as stated above since it duplicates itself: 36 pages (approximately) in English, then turned upside down and back-to-front and the same again in
Welsh (or vice-versa of course!).

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

… freedom of expression (11)

We will seek to reduce the glamorisation of crime & violence on television (27)

0.75

People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

The current problem is one of misuse of all types of drugs, including alcohol & tobacco (30)

Plaid Cymru calls for the banning of all tobacco & alcohol advertising (18)

0

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

… whatever … their religious beliefs … Plaid Cymru is working for you (1) 1

Individuals should have the right to
purchase & own any form of weapon

Plaid Cymru has supported a total ban on hand guns … The public needs to be ensured that there
are adequate safety procedures fore those guns permitted to be kept at a private location … (30)

0

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

… whatever the colour of your skin … Plaid Cymru is working for you (1) 1

Average Personal Score 0.55

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

A system of start-up grants … subsidised by the Welsh Exchequer [to farms] (23)

… the structural & regional funds of the EU [that Wales needs] (61)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

Plaid Cymru favours supporting the enterprise & business sector of the economy … However, when
the private sector fails, the government must be prepared to fill the gap (20)

An elected Welsh Parliament would take over full responsibility for … agriculture … (5)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

An elected Welsh Parliament would take over full responsibility for … transport … (5) 0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

Plaid Cymru will defend strongly the principles of public service broadcasting (27)

Bidding for independent radio in Wales should take account of community needs (27)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

The European Central Bank … is independent of political control.  While we recognise the
advantages … we believe that ultimate accountability should be with a democratically elected
institution (34)

0.5

There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

Support countries seeking to protect their own economies from the unwanted activities of
multinational companies (36)

Our parliament would … levy a property tax on second homes … (12)

0.5

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

Argue for international agreement to regulate world trade … (36) 0.5

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

Overseas aid must not only reach the UN target … (35)

Cancel the debts of the very poorest countries (35)

0.25

There should be no state-mandated Introduce a minimum wage (14) 0.25
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wage levels or other working conditions
… [require] organisations of over 50 staff to prepare a language program (26)

Employers should be free to
discriminate

… freedom from discrimination … on the grounds of colour, race, creed, sex, sexuality, age, or
disability … (11)

0.25

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

Our proposals … include … a program for arts, leisure … (20)

The provision of leisure facilities may be by public, private or statutory bodies (27)

0.5

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

… a windfall tax on privatised public utilities (19) 0.5

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

Social justice … means healthcare that is free (3)

Plaid Cymru is proud to restate its commitment to an NHS free at the point of need (18)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… restore entitlement to benefits … (14)

… fund local authorities to enhance community care services … (14)

0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Social justice that ensures education is funded properly with accountable & democratic control … in
the hands of those who know what needs to be done … (3)

Plaid Cymru opposes schools opting out of the national system (17)

0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Plaid Cymru will introduce a national housing strategy … (15)

… decreasing the threat of homelessness for homeowners & private tenants (15)

0.5

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

Plaid Cymru’s Parliament of Wales could create 100,000 new jobs (7)

… establish effective training … (14)

… a willingness to increase public expenditure … in order to create … capital projects (20)

0.25

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

Our proposals … include … international co-operation to combat major [environmental] threats
(20)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

Plaid Cymru … advocates … more resources for police & customs … (30)

… up to 3000 new … police officers (21)

Plaid Cymru believes [in] … better vetting & strict licensing for security firms (29-30)

Plaid Cymru … [advocates] ensuring that legal aid is expanded to ensure that justice is available
for all (31)

0

Average Economic Score 0.34

Progressive Unionist Party (PUP)
• Considered to be a ‘hard-line’ unionist party, commentators have suggested that it is associated with the Loyalist paramilitary organisation the Ulster

Volunteer Force (Churches’ Peace Education Programme (CPEP), 1998).
• It contested 3 constituencies in 1997, winning none of them but receiving over 10,000 votes in total and saving its deposit in each case.
• The manifesto is its ‘Draft Manifesto’ but there is little to indicate when it was written.  It is approximately 10 pages, black on white, text only; indeed the

whole document looks like it has just come off a word-processor.  The constitutional position of Northern Ireland features prominently.  The manifesto is not
paginated.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

The PUP regards the abuse of drugs & other toxic substances as a social malignancy & party
members are encouraged to take an active & highly visible role in … prevention

0.25

Contraception & fertility are entirely a
matter for the individual

The PUP … wholeheartedly endorses … an individual’s right to control one’s own body

A more open & adequate sex education program, … comprehensive family planning

1

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

The PUP is conscious of the gross under-representation of women in positions of power & influence
…

1

Average Personal Score 0.75

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

The PUP calls for … selective intervention … [&] risk support 0.5

There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

The Party … intends to continue its endeavours to forge greater links with possible foreign investors
…

0.75

Employers should be free to
discriminate

The Party is committed to campaigning for a written Constitution … [which would include] …
guarantees against discrimination

0.25

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

The Party believes that everyone has the right to freely participate in the cultural life of the province
… & insists that it is the duty of both central & local government to provide funding …

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

The Party demands a strengthening not a weakening of the Health Services … [&] that patient care
is … not made subject to profit motivation

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The Party is continually seeking to discover & develop community initiatives whereby … community
services … are provided through co-operative endeavour as alternatives to managerial social
services & a profit dominated market economy

0.25
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The Party calls for … an end to polices & strategies … which seek the erosion of the welfare state
Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The PUP believes that education is a fundamental human right which government is obliged to
provide from pre-school to university level

0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We call upon government to make available adequate funding to tackle the problems of [housing] 0.5

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

The PUP calls for … [the] community employment program

The Party is continually seeking to discover & develop community initiatives whereby … jobs are
provided through co-operative endeavour as alternatives to … a profit dominated market economy

0.5

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

The Party believes that the environment is a natural common resource which must be protected by
all of us acting in concert & insists … [on] proper safeguards

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… we believe that community-based victim support groups … must be given … recognition, support
& financial assistance

The Party believes that there must be only one police service for the whole of Northern Ireland

0.25

Average Economic Score 0.36

Scottish National Party (SNP)
• Formed in the 1930s from existing Scottish parties, it secured its first peace-time parliamentary success in 1967.  However, it had problems during the 1980s

and only at the end of the 1990s has it regained its former position.  Dedicated to the cause of Scottish independence, it is usually regarded as left-wing (sic)
(Mercer, 1994: 297; Boothroyd, 1997).

• The SNP stood in all 72 Scottish constituencies in 1997, winning 22% and of the Scottish vote (and saving all of its deposits) but which translated into only 6
MPs (8%) (Austin, 1997: 280; ERS, 1997).

• The manifesto is A4, approximately 33 pages, mainly black on white except for the use of yellow, profusely illustrated with photographs of leading party
members.  The constitutional position of Scotland is much discussed.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

… basic human rights … including the right of free expression (7)

… we would seek to ensure that the diversity of broadcasting channels observe the legal
requirements for taste & decency … (19)

0.5

People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

… the SNP … has been active in the all-Party campaign ‘Scotland against Drugs’ (14) 0.25

Individuals should have the right to
purchase & own any form of weapon

The SNP will introduce a total ban on handguns … (15) 0.25

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

Citizens of Scotland, wherever they have come from, will be full participants … (7) 1

Average Personal Score 0.5

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

We need to reform the CAP to ensure that support goes to those working the land … (21)

A Scottish export unit will also assist in building our export trade (9)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

All existing obligations to oil & gas operators will remain (24)

Scotland needs an integrated transport network … (25)

… better public transport … returning the Scottish assets of Railtrack into public ownership (25)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

An SNP government will strengthen regulation of monopoly suppliers in the telecommunications
market whilst facilitating greater competition … (7)

We will retain a license fee to support a public sector broadcaster … but would encourage a
diversity of commercial broadcasting … (19)

0.75

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

A Scottish export unit will also assist in building our export trade (9) 0.75

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

The SNP has budget for a steady growth [in international aid] (29) 0.25

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

… basic human rights including … a minimum wage (7) 0.5

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

… an SNP Government will require local authorities to ring fence dedicated funds for Gaelic …
Schools with pupils from Moslem families must offer Islamic studies (17)

An SNP government will encourage a program of ‘sport for all’ (18)

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

The SNP believe that free health care at the point of need is a fundamental right (12) 0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

AN SNP government will increase Child Benefit … Benefit will be restored to 16 & 17 year olds (11) 0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… basic human rights … including … education (7)

An SNP government will provide extra resources … [for] an additional 700 teachers … the repair &
upgrading of school buildings (16)

0.25
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Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… basic human rights … including the right to housing (7)

An SNP Government will … ensure that … no-one is left without a home in time of need (17)

0.25

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

… our National Apprenticeship Scheme … (8) 0.5

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

… the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency … will establish strict controls on pollution …
control, develop & promote the means of environmental rehabilitation … (23)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… additional resources for Scotland’s police forces (13) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.38

Sinn Féin (Ourselves Alone) (SF)
• SF is widely associated with the paramilitary Provisional Irish Republican Army and only started contesting elections throughout the island of Ireland in 1983

(Mercer, 1994: 303).  It is regarded as much the more hard-line of the two major republican parties operating in Northern Ireland.
• It stood in 17 of the 18 constituencies of Northern Ireland in 1997, gaining 2 MPs and saving all but 4 deposits (ERS, 1997).
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 15 pages, black on white except for the use of the Irish national colours of green, orange and white on the front cover,

quite a large number of photographs including those of leading party members.  Discussion of the constitutional position of Northern Ireland is very evident.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

An immediate & ongoing … drug prevention program (7) 0.25

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

We commit ourselves to reaching an accommodation with the Unionist/Protestant people of this
island … [and] a process of national reconciliation (5)

0.75

Contraception & fertility are entirely a
matter for the individual

Sex education … should include mature discussion of & adequate information on … contraception
(10)

1

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

A vision of … the liberation of women (3) 1

Average Personal Score 0.75

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

Sinn Féin believes [in] … an integrated strategy … an increase in EU structural funds … no
dismantling of CAP supports (11)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

Sinn Féin proposes … increased co-operation between communities, government & the private
sector (9)

0.5

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

The Social Chapter commits EU states to a 48 hour working week … [&] Sinn Féin deplores the use
by the British government of its derogation from the Social Chapter (6)

There should be a statutory minimum wage (9)

0.5

Employers should be free to
discriminate

Discrimination can be eradicated by … clear & comprehensive legal powers to end sectarian
discrimination … [& adopting] affirmative action (7)

0

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

Sinn Féin calls for greater investment in leisure & sports (10)

Sinn Féin welcomes the … decision by the NIO to provide financial backing for Irish language
schemes (12)

0.5

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

A vision of the redistribution of wealth (3) 0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

The people … have the right to develop an economic democracy … which provides a proper health
service  (2)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Existing structures have failed to provide … justice … in social services & quality of life (8) 0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Sinn Féin believes that access to education … is a fundamental right for all people (10) 0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The people … have the right to develop an economic democracy … which tackles … bad housing (2) 0.25

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

Sinn Féin calls for an improvement in training schemes (10)

The Community Work Program is not an acceptable alternative to Action for Community
Employment (9)

0.5

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

Working closely with local communities, Sinn Féin has been involved in a range of environmental
projects … (12)

0.5

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

Sinn Féin calls for the replacement of the RUC by an acceptable interim police service (15) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.35

Social Democratic & Labour Party (SDLP)
• The larger of the two major republican parties in Northern Ireland and invariably considered the more moderate.  It has close links with the Labour Party

(Mercer, 1994: 305).
• It contested all 18 constituencies in Northern Ireland in 1997, winning a quarter of the vote (24%) but only gaining 3 MPs (ERS, 1997).
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• The manifesto is A4, approximately 20 pages, black on white and text only apart from a colour photograph of the party leader John Hume on the front cover.
The constitutional position of Northern Ireland is prominently featured.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

… recognition of rights regardless of … faith … (11) 1

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

… recognition of rights regardless of … sexual orientation … (11) 0.75

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

… recognition of rights regardless of … gender … (11) 1

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

The SDLP is committed to the creation of a pluralist society which respects & cherishes all cultures
(14)

1

Marriage & divorce should be seen as a
purely a private contractual matter

The SDLP is arguing for independent legal status for women married to working men … (11) 1

Average Personal Score 0.95

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

Developing the economy … involves … supporting businesses already open (3)

SDLP will … ensure that … reforms of the CAP do not undermine agricultural incomes (4)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

The SDLP had identified the … structural weaknesses … [of an] extremely weak private sector (2)

The SDLP believes … [in] government intervention in the form of a hands on approach to economic
management & leaving it to the market place is not an option (2)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

The SDLP supports public service broadcasting & calls for … the democratic control of the cable
satellite systems … Broadcasting media should provide equal representation to both traditions (20)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

The SDLP supports European Monetary Union … (17) 0.5

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

Calls for Britain & Ireland to commit at least 7% of GDP to development aid (19) 0

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

The SDLP propose … a minimum wage & a low pay unit (4) 0.5

Employers should be free to
discriminate

… affirmative action is required to allow women equality of opportunity … (11)

… ethnic minorities in our society are entitled to protection from discrimination … (14)

0

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

The SDLP proposes … the continuing public funding of the arts … a greater effort to attract private
sector money … pro-active policy on the part of the government [in] promoting the Irish language
(20)

0.5

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

… society … requires … effective public services in health (5)

… the cumulative impact of underfunding [of the health service] (6)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… society … requires … effective public services … in welfare (5)

SDLP … [wants] an increase in the basic retirement pension, … the restoration of the value of child
benefit … an end to the capping of housing benefit (8)

The SDLP opposed the privatisation of the Social Security Agency (8)

0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… society requires … effective public services … in education (5)

The SDLP supports … early learning measures … comprehensive nursery education … a proper
[student] grants system (9)

0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… society … requires … effective public services … in housing (5)

The Party will support … effective regulatory control of housing associations … polices to ensure
high quality & standards in the building, maintenance & improvement of dwellings … an adequate
new build budget for the housing executive (10)

The SDLP … will … oppose … mixed funding for housing associations (10)

0.25

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

SDLP propose … measures to ensure that effective training is available (4) 0.5

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

Policy development must … ensure that environmental objectives run through all policy areas (17)

The SDLP is fully aware that policy on the environment raises many complex issues … [such as]
individual rights & responsibilities (17)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

.. legal aid for claimants … (13)

The SDLP is campaigning for … a new … Northern Ireland Police Service … (16)

0.25

Average Economic Score 0.30

Socialist Equality Party (SEP)
• The SEP appears to be a renamed International Communist Party having the same postal address and association with the International Worker newspaper

that the latter organisation certainly had in 1994 (Mercer, 1994: 169).
• It contested 4 seats in 1997 in England & Scotland, gaining less than 300 votes in each and losing its deposit in all cases (Thorne, 1997).



45

• The manifesto is slightly smaller than A5, approximately 24 pages, black on white except for the use of red on the front and back covers, text only apart from
very small photographs of its candidates.  It is hard to say whether any issue dominates since it is mainly a general excoriation of capitalism and declaration
of support for socialism (in particular Trotskyism).

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

The SEP calls for the defence of freedom of speech … of the working class (19) 0.5

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

The SEP demands the abolition of all immigration controls (18) 1

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

Discrimination based on sexual preferences must be outlawed (19) 0.75

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

Discrimination based gender must be outlawed (19) 1

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

The SEP opposes all those who seek to whip up antagonisms between … nationalities or ethnic
groups (7)

1

Average Personal Score 0.85

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

The SEP rejects the claim … that what’s good for big business is good for the people … (6)

The whole of economic life must be reorganised to meet the needs of the vast majority … (9)

Socialist planning does not require the expropriation of small & medium-sized businesses (10)

0

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

A workers’ government would place the … utilities … under public ownership (10) 0

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

Wherever & whenever the interests of the working people conflict with those of the multinational
banks … international exchanges & bond markets, it is the profit system that must yield (4)

A workers’ government would place the banks … under … public ownership (10)

0

There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

The global integration of production … [has] under capitalism [been] turned into new weapons …
against the working class (6)

0

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

… eight hour day … [&] other basic conquests of the working class (14)

… the working week must be reduced to 30 hours with no loss in pay … a minimum wage must be set
at £8 an hour (14)

0

Employers should be free to
discriminate

Discrimination based gender or sexual preference must be outlawed (19)

Positive discrimination, affirmative action … pit worker against worker … (8)

0.25

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

… this program will require deep & unprecedented inroads into the huge reserves of private wealth
(20)

0

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

… guaranteed medical care … (5)

All private medical treatment must be abolished … (16)

0

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

All … essential social needs … should be guaranteed to every man, woman & child as a basic right
(8)

We advocate the provision of a universal state pension at average weekly earnings (17)

0

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… quality education … should be guaranteed to every man, woman & child as a basic right (8)

Billions must be allocated to upgrade [education] (16)

0

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Everything from the provision of adequate … shelter … requires the collective effort & social
solidarity of masses of people, in opposition to the claims of individual greed (9)

The housing crisis is one of the sharpest expressions of the anarchy of the capitalist system (15)

0

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

Every working person must be guaranteed a well-paid & secure job … (14)

… a multi-billion pound program of public works must be launched … (15)

0

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

Everything … [including] the maintenance of the environment requires the collective effort & social
solidarity of masses of people, in opposition to the claims of individual greed (9)

For a safe environment & rational planning (17)

0

Average Economic Score 0.02

Socialist Labour Party (SLP)
• Formed in 1996 by National Union of Mineworkers leader Arthur Scargill, it was launched in reaction to what was seen as the Labour Party’s abandonment

of traditional socialism (Thorne, 1996).
• It contested 64 seats in 1997, usually getting less than 1000 votes but sometimes getting more than 2000 and saving its deposit in 3 instances (ERS, 1997;

Thorne, 1997).
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 19 pages, black on white apart from red on the cover, text only apart from a picture of Mr Scargill.  No issue

predominates.
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Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

… pornography & sexual exploitation continue unabated (14) 0.5

People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

Our young people … are easy prey to the drug culture (6) 0.25

Contraception & fertility are entirely a
matter for the individual

… safe & reliable contraception available to women … (14) 1

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

Socialist Labour is committed to abolishing all laws that discriminate against lesbians, gay men &
bisexuals (16)

0.75

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

Socialist Labour supports & promotes women’s equality … (14) 1

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

Socialist Labour challenges racism … (15) 1

Average Personal Score 0.75

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

63 Socialist Labour MPs … could have stopped the Tories from privatising gas, electricity, water,
telecommunications, rail, coal & other industries, all of which should be owned by the British people
(4)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

63 Socialist Labour MPs … could have stopped the Tories from privatising gas, electricity, water,
telecommunications, rail, coal & other industries, all of which should be owned by the British people
(4)

… they must be returned to public ownership (8)

0

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

We want to see the huge insurance industry taken into common ownership (11) 0.25

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

Socialist Labour is totally committed to a complete withdrawal from the EU … [which makes] … the
sovereignty of these [member] states increasingly meaningless (9)

0.25

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

We support the cancellations of debts held against impoverished nations … (19) 0.25

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

[Socialist Labour proposes] … a four-day week, a ban on all non-essential overtime … (7)

Socialist Labour is totally committed to setting a statutory minimum wage (7)

0

Employers should be free to
discriminate

… we want the introduction of positive action … (15)

… we want to outlaw all discrimination in employment … (15)

0

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

Socialist Labour is committed to a NHS available to all the time of need & free of all charges (10) 0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

[Socialist Labour proposes] … doubling the basic national retirement pension (11) 0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… all people have a basic right to free, high-quality education, from infancy through to old age (11)

We are committed to abolishing the private & ‘independent’ sectors (11)

0

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Socialist Labour believes it is the responsibility of government to provide & regulate housing on the
basis of need (12)

We would end the … ‘right to buy’ of council homes … (12)

0

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

We believe that only [our] strategies can deal with pollution … (14) 0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

Proper legal representation … should be available to all … (17) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.15

Third Way (TW)
• Formed in 1990 from a split in the National Front, it has been led since inception by former leading NF member Patrick Harrington.  Commentators have

noted that it has worked to distance itself ideologically from the old NF (Mercer, 1994: 327).
• TW contested 2 seats in 1997, getting less than 300 votes on both cases (Thorne, 1997).
• The manifesto is A5, approximately 24 pages, black on white apart from the front and back covers, text only.  Cultural and constitutional issues are relatively

heavily featured.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

We envisage a Bill of Rights which … guarantees a right of reply … [&] protects freedom of
expression (7)

Third Way is strongly opposed in principle to censorship of literature, the arts, & the internet (21)

1

People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

We would … make cannabis openly available to adults & tax it in the same way as alcohol.  Heroin
& cocaine should be available on prescription … (19)

0.5

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

Third Way … advocates … a halt to further .. immigration (10) 0
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People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

The extension of state subsidies to Muslim schools … [&] Hindus, Sikhs, Pagans … (11) 1

People should be free to engage in
private in any consensual sexual acts

We envisage a Bill of Rights which … outlaws discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation …
(7)

0.75

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

Third Way unequivocally rejects racism … (10)

Generously-financed, non-coercive resettlement programs for those non-Europeans wishing to
return to the land of their ethnic origin (11)

0.5

Average Personal Score 0.63

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

We would like to see more state action to rescue ailing businesses (2) 0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

… the atmosphere of demoralisation, insecurity, stress … largely created by free-market ideology
(21)

Our policy is that employees be made members of their companies … allowing them to exercise their
individual right to vote (2)

0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

Third Way opposes further ‘privatisations’ (1)

… we would … subside public transport (23)

0.25

There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

European workers should be co-operating to combat globalisation (14) 0.25

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

Politicians at Westminster … have locked us into trade treaties … [that are] hostile to our cultural
& economic survival … [13]

0.25

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

Generously-financed, non-coercive resettlement programs … would replace aid packages (10-11) 0.25

Employers should be free to
discriminate

We envisage a Bill of Rights which … outlaws discrimination on the basis of race, gender, sexual
orientation, religious or spiritual belief, political opinion, or disability (7)

Third Way … advocates the outlawing of ‘positive discrimination’, quotas, & other forms of social
engineering (10)

0.25

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

Third Way believes [in] the widespread ownership of property (1) 0.75

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We envisage a Bill of Rights which … guarantees … a basic income, an adequate standard of living
(8)

0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

The extension of state subsidies to Muslim schools … [&] Hindus, Sikhs, Pagans … (11) 0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

We envisage a Bill of Rights which … guarantees … a home (8)

We favour a government subsidised program of renovating old buildings (23)

0.25

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

Companies causing serious, non-accidental, environmental damage would … be treated with utmost
severity, as theirs would be treated as a crime against the nation (23)

0

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… the contracting out of the running of prisons to the private sector [which] Third Way believes …
is very wrong on principle … (20)

0

Average Economic Score 0.25

Ulster Unionist Party (UUP)
• Until the early 1970s the UUP was the official branch of the Conservative & Unionist Party in Northern Ireland.  It is the larger, and considered the more

moderate, of the two major unionist parties (Boothroyd, 1997).
• It stood in 16 out of Northern Ireland’s 18 constituencies gaining 10 seats albeit with only a third of the vote (ERS, 1997).
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 23 pages, blue on white except for the use of red in the Union flag on the front cover, mainly text except for a picture of

party leader David Trimble and some cartoon-type illustrations.  The constitutional position of Northern Ireland features quite heavily.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state censorship of
any media for any reason

… effective measures to ban IRA/Sinn Féin … from the airwaves (4) 0.5

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

… we oppose any denial of religious … liberties of groups or individuals (4) 1

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

… the training, skills & expertise of women should not be wasted (13) 1

Average Personal Score 0.83

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

We will ensure that every assistance is given to support the development of [the small business]
sector … (5)

One agency for business support … (5)

0.5
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There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

The UUP has long advocated an integrated transport strategy (9) 0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the media

… the UUP looks to the appropriate regulators to ensure that all aspects of television & radio are
kept to the high standard expected of British Broadcasting (11)

… the time has come for the [BBC] … to lose its crutch of the license fee & be opened up to the
energy of competition (12)

0.75

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

Only when parliament is fully in control of the nation’s housekeeping can the future be secure (7) 0.5

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

We want to see Northern Ireland … become a high export economy (5) 0.75

There should be no state-financed
foreign aid.

We support … the UN Development Aid target of 0.7% of GNP (22) 0.5

Employers should be free to
discriminate

We oppose … positive discrimination (6)

One [agency] … to deal with the enforcement of the legal code on discrimination (7)

The Disability Discrimination Act does not go far enough … (15)

0.25

The state should not subsidise sport or
the arts

The UUP supports the provision of Centres of Excellence … to develop the sporting talents of our
young people (17)

The UUP will continue to support initiatives designed to protect & develop our national heritage
(18)

0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

… inadequate funding levels … (12) 0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

Social security is more important to the Province than any other part of the UK (7) 0.25

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… we have placed education at all levels at the very top of our list of priorities … (15) 0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… the continues provision & preservation of a good equality of life for occupiers (11)

… encouraging private ownership … (11)

0.5

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

We will continue to demand increased assistance to safeguard existing employment … (6)

… training … must be available … (6)

0.25

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

… the absolute necessity for a powerful independent watchdog body (10) 0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

It is necessary … for the RUC … to protect the law-adding community … (3) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.38

UK Independence Party (UKIP)
• Founded by Dr Alan Sked as the Anti-Federalist League, it changed its name to UKIP in 1994 (Boothroyd, 1997).  As the name implies, it is essentially a

forum for anti-EU views; however, unlike the Referendum Party, it is more than a single-issue party.
• It fought 194 constituencies in 1997, usually getting less than 1000 votes and losing its deposit in all but one case (ERS, 1997; Thorne, 1997): a straight

forfeit to the Treasury of £96,500!
• The manifesto is A4, approximately 10 pages, colour indeterminate as I was working from a photocopy, text only apart from a small picture of Dr Sked.  The

manifesto is not paginated.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

… clamp down on … drug trafficking 0.25

People should be able to immigrate &
emigrate freely

The UKIP wishes … [to] tighten borders 0.25

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

[UKIP is a] … non-sectarian party … 1

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

[UKIP is a] non-racist … party … 1

Marriage & divorce should be seen as a
purely a private contractual matter

UKIP … will make divorce less automatic for couples with dependent children 0.25

There should be no form of national
identity card

The … planned move towards … identity cards is a move in precisely the wrong direction 1

Average Personal Score 0.63

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

[UKIP] … accepts that some measure of assistance to farming is necessary 0.75

There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

The UKIP believes that the production of goods & services is best undertaken under appropriate
conditions by the private sector

0.75
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The UKIP acknowledges the necessity form some regulation
There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

… the Bank [of England] will remain accountable to our elected government … 0.5

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

[UKIP wants] … stronger trading links with [other] countries … 0.75

Employers should be free to
discriminate

The UKIP does not accept … the various forms of reverse discrimination … [or] affirmative action 0.5

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

A UKIP government will nonetheless remain committed to a NHS … The UKIP has no prejudice
against private health services

… greater expenditure … [on] health …

0.5

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… any centralised system of welfare provision … inhibits private provision …  The consequence of
the UK welfare state … has been … the decline of self-help

0.75

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… to return to the principle of generally allowing the various institutions to be autonomous 0.5

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

UKIP asserts that job creation is not a pursuit that the government should attempt

The UKIP believes that removing regulations will lead to a marked increase in UK employment

0.75

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… restoring some lost respect for our police 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.60

United Kingdom Unionist Party (UKUP)
• The UKUP is a new party based around Bob McCartney, the winner of a by-election in 1995 (Times, 1998).  It may simply be a renamed Ulster Popular

Unionist Party which had a close relationship with the Conservative Party (Mercer, 1994: 339).
• The UKUP appears to be unique in British politics: an organised party that is active in only one constituency (North Down in Northern Ireland) but which

manages to return an MP (Austin, 1997: 121; ERS, 1997).
• I was unable to acquire the 1997 general election manifesto, making do instead with that issued for the 1998 Northern Ireland Assembly elections.  It is a very

brief document being little more than an A4, 4 page leaflet.

Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

… any form of sectarianism [is] repugnant to [Robert McCartney] (4) 1

Average Personal Score 1.00

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
Commercial enterprises should operate
without government support

The … Party’s position is that EU support for agriculture must fully safeguard the economic
interests of farmers (3)

0.5

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

… public transport rates [which] we will endeavour to reduce … for senior citizens (2) 0.5

There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

… the attracting of high value-added international investment … (2) 0.75

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

… a local economy capable of competing effectively in the global market (2) 0.75

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

… Northern Ireland requires cost-effective & democratically accountable structure of health care
provision (3)

0.25

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… heating costs … [which] we will endeavour to reduce … for senior citizens (2) 0.5

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

These [state financed] features of our educational system must be preserved (2) 0.25

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… we will work in the Assembly to ensure a better level of housing (3) 0.5

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

Demoralising the RUC … will not end violence … (4) 0.25

Average Economic Score 0.47

Workers Party (WP)
• Along with Sinn Féin, the WP is another product of the complicated history of the more hard-line Irish republicanism, being associated with the Official Irish

Republican Army which, after some involvement in terrorist activities, declared a cease-fire in the early 1970s (CPEP, 1998).  It appears to have suffered
from a number of internal crises in its history.  Commentators usually refer to it as being very much on the political left (sic) (Mercer, 1994: 359-360).  Like
SF, it contests elections in both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland and it is actually based in the Republic.

• In the 1997 general election it stood in 8 of the 18 constituencies gaining on average less than 400 votes in each (ERS, 1997).
• The manifesto is smaller than A5, approximately 77 pages, black on white apart for a colour cover, mainly text apart from some photographs of leading party

members and other activists.  Much of the manifesto is taken up with a summary of the history of Irish republicanism and the WP's and predecessor
organisation’s role within it.
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Personal Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
People should be free to take any
intoxicant drugs

… concern about the spread of drugs … (34) 0.25

People should be allowed to or not to
follow the religion or their choice

… the vital nature of the anti-sectarian struggle … (44) 0.75

The state should not prescribe or
proscribe gender roles

… the lack of rights of women & children separate from those of ‘the family’ (28) 1

All racial groups in the country should
be treated with equal status

[The Workers Party] agrees with … a democracy which rejects racism … (48) 1

Average Personal Score 0.75

Economic Dimension
Topic Quote(s) Score
There should be no state ownership or
direction of general commercial activity

… the widening of the democratic concept to encompass economic activity (28)

The public sector … is under attack (29)

[The Workers Party] aggress with … a democracy which rejects the free market

The state must play the dominant role in the expansion of the Irish economy (30)

0

There should be no state ownership or
direction of utilities such as power &
transport

… public transport … [which is] grossly inadequate … (36) 0.25

There should be no state ownership or
direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc.

… issues … [such as] an autonomous [European] Central Bank & restrictions on national budget
policies (46)

0.25

There should be no restrictions on
foreign ownership & control of
commercial organisations

… multi-national corporation transfer pricing … (26)

… the manufacturing sector is dominated by internationally based multinational companies with no
strategic interest in the Irish economy (29)

We should welcome this investment [from multi-national corporations] provided minimum
conditions are met (31)

0.25

People & firms should be allowed to
import & export goods & services
from/to anywhere in the world

… [the removal of] all restrictions on the movement of capital between … countries [to which the
Workers Party calls for] the broadest possible opposition (52)

0.25

There should be no state-mandated
wage levels or other working conditions

The entire tourist sector … where workers are denied the protection of labour legalisation … or
guaranteed pension … [The Workers Party] proposes a minimum wage (30)

0.25

The state should not interfere with the
inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth

… the concept … [of] a democratic equalitarian society (22) 0.25

Health care should be purely a matter
for private or charitable provision

… malign … private clinics … (21)

… cuts in .. health … (21)

The provision by the state of all these [health] services is grossly insufficient … (33)

0

Welfare should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… cuts in social services … (24)

The provision by the state of all these [welfare] services is grossly insufficient … (33)

0

Education should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… malign … private schools (21)

… cuts in education … (24)

The provision by the state of all these [education] services is grossly insufficient … (33)

0

Housing should be purely a matter for
private or charitable provision

… malign … privatised communities … (21)

The provision by the state of all these [housing] services is grossly insufficient … (33)

0.25

The state should not attempt to create or
positively assist or direct employment

… the failure on the part of private enterprise … to deliver adequate & substantial employment …
(35)

In the short term the construction industry … can provide substantial employment  for [unskilled &
redundant] workers … (31)

0.25

Environmental problems should be seen
as solely a matter of private property
rights

[The Workers Party] calls for integrated planning by local authorities … to provide all the features
of … [an] environment that are necessary for decent living (32)

0.25

Provision of law & order should be a
matter for individuals & private
agencies

… malign … private [security] guards … (21)

… the abysmal failure by government to provide adequate … police resources … (34)

0

Average Economic Score 0.16
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Appendix E:  Data Sheet For All Parties
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Personal Dimension
There should be no compulsory military or civilian national service 0.0 1.0 0.0
There should be no state censorship of any media for any reason 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.8 0.3 0.8 1.0 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.0 0.5
People should be free to take any intoxicant drugs 0.3 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.5 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3
People should be able to immigrate & emigrate freely 1.0 0.3 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.5 1.0 0.0 0.3 1.0 0.0 0.3
People should be allowed to or not to follow the religion of their choice 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.8 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.8
Contraception & fertility are entirely a matter for the individual 0.3 1.0 0.3 1.0 0.5 0.5 1.0 1.0 1.0
People should be free to engage in private in any consensual sexual acts 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8
The state should not prescribe or proscribe gender roles 1.0 1.0 0.3 1.0 1.0 0.3 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.5 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Organisations such as political parties should be free to seek voluntary funding
from any source 0.3 0.5
Individuals should have the right to purchase & own any form of weapon 0.8 0.5 0.3 1.0 0.0 0.3
All racial groups in the country should be treated with equal status 0.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.5 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.5 1.0 1.0
Marriage & divorce should be seen as a purely a private contractual matter 1.0 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3 1.0 0.3
There should be no form of national identity card 0.3 1.0 1.0 1.0
Average Personal Score 0.75 1.00 0.25 0.94 0.61 0.25 0.50 0.32 0.40 0.63 0.81 1.00 0.85 0.75 0.36 0.25 0.55 0.75 0.50 0.75 0.95 0.85 0.75 0.63 0.63 1.00 0.83 0.75
Rounded Average Personal Score 0.8 1.0 0.3 1.0 0.6 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.8 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.8 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.7 1.0 0.9 0.8

Economic Dimension
Commercial enterprises should operate without government support 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.5 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.5
There should be no state ownership or direction of general commercial activity 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.8 0.5 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.0
There should be no state ownership or direction of utilities such as power &
transport 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3 1.0 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3
There should be no state ownership or direction of the media 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.8 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.3 0.8
There should be no state ownership or direction of the production of money,
finance, banking etc. 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.3
There should be no restrictions on foreign ownership & control of commercial
organisations 0.0 0.5 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.8 0.3
People & firms should be allowed to import & export goods & services from/to
anywhere in the world 0.0 0.3 1.0 0.3 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.5 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.3
There should be no state-financed foreign aid. 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.5
There should be no state-mandated wage levels or other working conditions 0.0 0.8 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.3
Employers should be free to discriminate 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.3 0.3 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.3
The state should not subsidise sport or the arts 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.5 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.3
The state should not interfere with the inequitable accumulation or disposal or
honestly-acquired capital & wealth 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.8 1.0 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.3
Health care should be purely a matter for private or charitable provision 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.0 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.0
Welfare should be purely a matter for private or charitable provision 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.0 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.0
Education should be purely a matter for private or charitable provision 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3 1.0 0.0 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.0
Housing should be purely a matter for private or charitable provision 0.5 0.0 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.3
The state should not attempt to create or positively assist or direct employment 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.8 0.3 0.3
Environmental problems should be seen as solely a matter of private property
rights 0.5 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3
Provision of law & order should be a matter for individuals & private agencies 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0
Average Economic Score 0.40 0.00 0.23 0.15 0.64 0.29 0.29 0.25 0.46 0.45 0.42 0.97 0.29 0.47 0.27 0.54 0.34 0.36 0.38 0.35 0.30 0.02 0.15 0.25 0.60 0.47 0.38 0.16
Rounded Average Economic Score 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.4 1.0 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.2


